New Catechiſm, 


Wherein many Truths are plainly opened 

by way of Queſtion and Anſwer , which may 
| be a help and furtherance unto all poly heart- 
ed people , who are breathing after the Lord, 
and waits for Redemption and Salyation by 
Jeſus Chriſt, 


ALSO, A 


Something concerning the Foundation 
and Principle of the poor afflicted people of + 
God ( called Quakers )and of their Faith and 
Love towards God, and their good Will unto * 

| Men, being alſo plainly demonltrated by way 
of Queſtion and Anſwer. . 


Given forth in the labour of Love, and 
pnt :o View for the Service of chis pre= 
{ent Generation, and al(9 Generati=- 
ons to come, 


William Smith. 


Printed in the Year, 1667; 
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An Epiſile to the Reader, 


Rcader, 


Hou art to nnderiFand, thit the nataral 

man can neither ſee nor receive the things 

of the Spirit of God, for they are Spiritual 
diſcerned , and it 15 the Spiritual minde 1 
is onely in a capacity to receive and muderff 
thoſe things which by the Spirit is declaved 
made manifeſt , for the Spirit 3s the key by © 
which divine truth; are epened , and by th® 
intelligence of it they alſo come to be wader” 
flood , and the teſtimony which bath been 
publizhed and held forth wmto the preciows 
truth of God is theſe latter dayes, hath brey + 
A 3 1b un- 


® Fanta ferred abroad , by the Spire 


* Power and demonitration , through the 


| birth, unto whom the Lord God everlaſting, 
hath revealed his ſecrets , and open the my. 
| fteries of his glorious kingdome ; and hath 


tt » whereby they are able to divide the 


Word aright , and to diſpence the Goſpel of 


ſerved the Lord in their generation , and 
have net bien negligent to run the way of 
bis commandments, but early and late have 
aboured in their help calling whereunts the 
Lord -hath called thrcm in the work of the 
Goſpel , and their teſtimony doth ſtand far 
' God this day , and is become a ſweet Savonr 11 
the htarts of many , and that ploriom truth 
which ſo plentifally hath been poured forth by 
the hily Spirit of God ; and ſo wonderfully 
# (ſpread abroad through the teſtimony of his 
faithfall Servants, it doth ftand and remaine 
As 4 ſure record which canxot be raced out » 
and though it might be ſufficient to clear the 
| Lords 


everlaſting peace , and they have fanthfully | 


Faithfull and choſen witneſſes of the New ' 


given unto them the tongue of the learned , * 
and the power and wiſdome of his heavenly 
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Lords faithfull ſervants on their onn. be- 
half , as alſo to leave all people withont ex- 
' enſe , who hitherto have ſhut their. hearts 
 againft it , yet ſuch « Gods tender love , 
that he continues bis favours and goodneſs, 
and in the openings of himſelfe in the riches 
i of bis mercy , he fills his children and ſer- 
| vants with an overflowing cup of his preci- 
##s virtue , which yet doth conſtrain them 
toe make known the true and perfett way of 
Jeace , and to proclaime the word of eternal 
life unts the Sons and Damghiers of men , 
and though many have walked nunworthily , 
and have required the Lord wunkindly , yet 
doth bu compaſſion move to his own begor 3 
| ten that ſits in deſolate and ſolitary places, = 
| babe without comfort , and in the vertue of 
his ows life he heeps his teſtimony freſh upon © 
the bearts of his meſſengers, andthey run in bis | 
power and are not weary, and walkes in hia love 
and are not faint ; but continues im their race of 
well doing though many faces have ever been 
(et againit them : therefore whoſorver thou art 
that reads in this book , conſider the end of ity 
manifeft ation, for it is not publiched to be onely 


ſeen - 
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ſeen and read , but to manifeft the truth as it is 
gu Feſus , which thog art to weigh and ponder in be 
Þ The fear of God , for the matter in this book gy 
| doth lye out of fight to the carnal eye , and ths | lig 
[ matter cannot be underſtood by reading the | 1;, 
FF mords oxely , but by taking heed to the meaſme | t;, 
of Gods Spirit in thee , for if thow doe not | F, 
read with the Spirit of God in thee, thou can. | re 
not underſtand the matter in the words, though th 
thiu may read them over and over ; for by 
\» whoſoever would come to the true knowledge | a, 
| of God they muſt come to the meaſure of his | ,, 


Spirit themſelves, or otherwiſe they ma) | | 
| =. read but reap no profit , and ſo the Scriptures | 07 
Kar bbave been read and heard , but the Spirit ' of 
'N Rp being minded in thoſe that read and | _ 
54 htar, there is not an wrderſt inding of the mat- \ yy 
T fer of which the words teſtific , and ſo the | 1} 
book 1s ſealed thrggh the words be read \| (þ 
and heard, (mark, that) for there is not ano» 1k 
ther way to come to the true knowledge of God, j” 
but through death to that part which would |} g, 
comprehend him , and though a faithfull | a, 
geſtimeony may be published by words and writ- | w 
3f5 » Jt cannot any thereby come 10 | þ 

the 


5 | the knowledge of God , 


for God is not ſo to 
be comprehended , therefore it concernes every 
ove that comes into the world to minde the 


: light of Chriſs , with which they are en- 
* lightened, and to wait in it for the Revela- 
| tion of God ; for there is none knowes the 


Father but the Son, and he to whom the Son 


' reveales him, and whoſoever would compaſ® 


the knowledge of God in atiy other way , or 
by any other thing , they can never come 10 
a true knowledge of him ; for where the will 


| and deſire is let at liberty ts the comprehend- 
| ing of God axd Chriſt , there the minde y 


| overruns the true light in which the (ecrets 


of God are opened and revealed , and though, 
words and writings may 1" cheanſidors box, 


true , yet none can profit by them , but as *} 


they j1yn to that of God in themſelves, for 
the ſecrets of God cannot be any otherwiſe 


1 knoww or attained, but as there 5s a patient 


waiting in that which openeth , by it to be 
gathered into the nature of that which ts opened, 
and whoſoever increaſe hnowledge by any other 
way , it is the vaile which ſproads over their 


hearts ,and blindes their mindes for beholding the 
ap= 


pearayce of God in bis light and life, and 
6 | though ſuch as ſo gather knowledge may ſeem 


[| wiſe in what they know , and in their know- 
ledge ſatisfie themſelves , and efttem them- 


they are as rangers unto the heavenly my- 


| read all writings which from the life us de- 
clared, yet is the myſtery hid from hu eyes, 


bro comprehend the myſtery in the words de- 
” i& Lared ; by ſo much the more doth he thicken 


py 5 man may fill bimſelfe with ſuch a know- 
Pledge, and by his curious ſearchrug gather and 
compaſs muchriches , yet it is no more but in- 
riching the falſe birth ; & exalting it with pride 
©  guthe apprehenſion of its riches ; and though ſuch 
SLE perſwade himſelf that he knows all things, 


Jet he knows nothing as he ought to know | 
neither is he any more but as ſounding Braſs, 
and atinkling Cymbal; and there is no greater 
| danger then to fall into this Sea of Knowledg, 


and 


| , ſelves ro be the higheſt ; yet notwithſlanding ; 


fleries of the glorious Kingdome ', for though | 


the natural man may hear all words, and © 


and by how much he ſearches in his own | 
wiſdome to know , and ſirvves with that part | 


the vaile upon his nnderſtanding , aud though | 
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1 Knowledg to .be at reſt, So, Reader , this 


* own knowledge , he runs in his own way , 


whereby man comes to feel the light of C briſ 
| with which þe ts enlightened , and ſo comes hy 


and to be toſſed abaut with its reftleſs waves, for 
Wtis as poſible to number the Stars in the Firmae 
ment » as for a man that ſwims in the Sea of 


" learn to wnderſtand, that the way of God is 
not as the way of man, and it is moſt cer- 


Fain, that he which ſecks riches by bis 


and the end of that way isdeath, but the way 
'of God 1s life and peace , and there is non: 
| can find it, with all their ſeaching and com. 
| prebending , but by quiet and patient waiting 


down into the humility , and into the pou. 

verty , where the light flops his wavdering 5. xd 
and running ; and prevents him for walk- * 
ing in his own way , and with the light he 
comes to ſee the danger that be vs in , 
and ſo comes to ftand ſtill in filence , in 
which man bring contented, aud waiting pati- 
ently upon Ged, the light will turn him from 
his own way, and the cunning devices of hu; 
own heart , and bring him into the new and 


living way , and there will become his leader 
and 


and teacher , and ſo leal bim in the crofs to 
his own Will, Wiſdome , and Reaſon , the 
power of God which i the croſs of Chriſt , will 
ſtrike over it, aud croſs it, and yoak, it down, | 
and ſo he will be hambled to the death of the © 
Croſs , where to his own wiſdome he will bee | | 

| come a fool , and to bis onn riches he will | 
's become poor , and there dye the death to bis | « 
| own life 3 and then the babe riſes wp in the 
| 

| 
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power » and the ſecrets of God uu with it T 
and that is the great gam of godlineſs, whew * 
mantis drawen out of kim{clfe, and comes toll * 
Chriſt in whom 1s all the treaſures of wiſe \ 7 


:2 > dome and true knowledge , and in whom the { 


| Fulneſs of the God-head dwelleth bodily ; this) © 
| ® 5s true trayslation ont of the carthly into} © 
the heavenly , where the babe knows the Fa) © 
ther, ard fits in the feeling of his preſente with 0 

joy, and there it is truly contented with what) * 

jt hath , and waits in patience to . receivel. re 

what it hath not , and whether it have more © 

or leſs 5 "it 8s contented » and covets »0 de 
beyond the fathers giving ; and here 3 4 . 

F 


3aonoortal food which ſatisfies the immortal ſoul 


which never can be compaſſed or gained in man} | k 
ow 


5 to 
the 
pill 


own way, ſots dic is the greateft gam, andts 
become 4 fool , poor and nothing , 1s the wayto 
I be truly wiſe, rich, and poſſeſſe all chengs, and 
: L | chrough thi: ftrait gate , and in this narrow 
he. . way is perfelt prace and reft for ever. 

wy : eAnd now, Reader, be thes diligent to un. 
his derſtand what this readeſt , and con/ider thy 
the Preſent flate , that thow may not ſecure thy 
ſelfe in thy 071 way as if there mas zo danger, 
' and take mp thy roſs before thox bit paſſed 
' ro throngh death , there is that in thee which 
viſe would ſav: its life, and will reeſou Hrong 
thel ty to defend it , but if thus love that life *% 
-h:, and ſeek, to ſave it , thas looſes life etermal © 
eat} fherefore be conſiderate , che matter is weigh... | 
gl i) and do not decerve thy ſelfe through e&p | 
pl 998 bilief, nor do aun wrong thy ſelfe with L 
a vain hope , as if all fhonld be well hereaf 
ter , but wait to wwxderfland what the power 
of God hath done for thee, and wh. thou beſt 
denied in pure loye ro Gad,, for if thee ds no: 

id follow Chriſt in the daily Crefs, thow art no; 
his Diſciple , and if mat « Diſciple, thew res 
an her of God , wor « joyzt heir with Chriſt of 
the b:avenly inheritance , therefore »leaſe mor 


it , 
hew 


hat 
exvel- 
yore 


thy ſelf with thy own comprehenſions , as if 
thou had compaſied God and Chriſt, wth thy 
own wiſdome , but conſider whether thou be 
Fegenerated and born again of incorruptible 
ſeed , and whether thou fit in the joy of Gods 
[atvation , ard whether thou have thy portion 
in his Kingdom: , this is weighty for thee 
to eonfider ; for if in ſome meaſare this be 
not fulfilled 1n thee , aud witneſſed by thee , 
in deed ind in truth , thy latter end will 
be bitterneſs iff thou continue 1n thine own 
way , and then thy fair ſ:yings will not help 
thee , nor thy wealth aud riches comfort thee, 
whes the Lord ſaies , Depart from me, 
Therefore bow to the day of the Lord in 
thy Conſcience, that thin may feel Chriſt to 
conquer the reſtleſs part in thee , and to ſubjeft 
the worker of iniquity , and do net outFand 
the tenders of Gods love uints thee , but when 
he calls do thou hearken , and when he reproves 
do thou obey , and when he commands do thou 


follow , and then, where ever he leads thee, he | 


will be with thee, andin all thy affiictions he 


will comfort thee , and with his arm of powea | 


he will ſupport thie » ani ont of all thy 


troubles | 


a.” 


troubles he will deliver thee , and there thou 
wilt know him and feel him beyond thy own 
wiſdone and reaſon, and he will make thee run 
whew thy reaſon would flop thee , and will be 
yeady to ſave thee when the enemy tempts thee, 
and ſo thou wilt know hima God at hand , if 
thou be faithfull to his eouncel, therefore fear 
before him, and ſubmit unto him, whileſt his 
love us to thee, for he is God, and there is not 
another, who can ſce him , and live ? who cas 
ſtand before hims and wot be conſumed > who can 


eat of the tree of life aud not die by the flaming 


Sword ? eAll fleſh is graſs , and the height 


of all its glory mu#t paſs away ; but who are 
born of the ſeed immortal , they ſhall proſpey 
wnto a fair ſtature in Chrift , and in him 
live for FVer, So doe thoy minde the light 
and power of Gad in thy (onſcience , and 
read in meekneſs and fear , and the truth in 
thy inward parts will anſwer to the truth 
of what thox readefFt , for truth is but one in 


: all, and it anſwers to its own as face anſwers 


| face in a glaſs ; and if thou with the truth 


| is thee , readeft the teftimonie without thee, 
| thou wilt feel aperfett cloſing with the matter 


In, 


in unity, forin the truth there is neither error 


| nor deceit, but a plain, ſimple, harmeleſs, »p- 
| right life in all godly ſincerity, inwhich thou 
Feeling thy heart diſpoſed, thou wilt bath read 

| and profit ; andif ſoit come to paſs concerning '( 
| thee, ove God the praiſe and glory , and there- 
q zn the labour of my love will have true reiogcing 
| lf who ſeeks the good aud welf are of all mer, and ( 
(| : the glory of God aloxe. 
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ere 


ne. 
«and Queſt, * bs doth God manifeſt himſelf 
unto man, ſo as man may 
knoW him to be what he ts ? | 
An{w. By opening himſelt in his loye, 
whereby his own light breaketh forth 
| from himſelf, in which he manifeſts him- 
! ſelf unto man, to be what he is, 
'  Q, What is that light... by which God 
| manifeſts himſelf unto man ? 
| <4, Thatlight is Chriſt, who is one 
| with God, 
Q. But is the light of Chrift, one with 
God in nature ? 
| «<A. Yes,for God is light,and the light 
| is one with his nature. 
Q. How doth Chriſt manifeſt the nature 
of God ? | 
A. In his light and iſe, in Which he 
s 


PX) 
is the brightaels of the Fathers glory,and 
the expreS$ image of his perſon, 

Q. And Where is ſuth a manifeſtation 
of God to be known >. . 

4. It ist0 be known: within man; 

-Q, Doth God manifeſt himſelf within 
min? 

A. Yes, and man cannot know him 
by any other way, but by the manife- 
ſtation of himſelf in his light within 
him. 

Q. And hath every man fach a light 


within him, by which God doth manifeſt 


himſelf unto him ? 


A. Yes, for every man that comes in- | 


to the world | is enlightned by Chriſt. 


" \Q. And is that the true light with Which | 


every man is enlightned ? 


eA. Yes, itis the true light, for ie is the 


light of Chriſt. 


'Q. Ard is there not another ou to © 
come 10 the knowledge of God, but by that 


light within ? | 
A. Nay, thereis not, for Chriſt is the 
light, and Chriſt is the Way, and all other 
waycs 


(3) 
wayes leads from God, 

Q. How may it be known that the light 
us doth come from God, and that God doth 

\ manifeſt himſelf in it ? 

A. Becauſe the light is pure, holy, juſt 
i» and righteous , which is the nature of 

. God. 

n Q. But how may it be known in ſuch 4 
* manifeſtation of its purtt) ? 
n A. By its checking, convincing, and 

' reproving for ſinand every evil thought, 
be word, and work, which man in thefall 
/4 ; hath a love unto, and pleaſure in. 

! Q. But #s that which checks and re= 
bs # proves man in his conſcience for his ſin, 

the arwe light of Chriſt ? 
hb  eA.Ycs:tot there is nothing elſe within 

man that will check or reproye him for 
ie \\inand evil. 

/ YQ. But may it not be a nataral light 
to © Within man that hath ſuch reflexions up- 
at: 10n bim for his ſin and evil, as to convince 

| and reprove him for ut ? 

A. It is the natural light of Chriſt, 
but not of man in the fall, for there his 
B 3 Da- 


(4) | 
nature is corrupted , and the powers of : 
darkneſs hath dominion oyer him, and , 
that is the nature from which all fin and p 
evil is committed, and that nature which yz 
commits ſin, will neycr convince or re- 
prove for it; for if it was ſo, it would | y 
be againſt it (elf, and therefore it muſt 4 q 
needs be, thar iris the light of Chriſt | 
which convinces and reproves for ſin, 
becauſe in him there is no ſin, and the » 
fin is committed in another nature, and 
is againſt him, which with his lighthe © 5 


reprovcth, as being againſt him, and fo 4 tx 
it is 4 natural light from Chriſt, which , t 
r-proves the natural man in the-fall, j c 
. Brut hath man at any time known | « 

God as he is God, by that light which is 4 x 
Within him ? 1 uv 
A. Yes,for the Apoſtle ſaid, The light 4 x 


+ N 


which ſhines in our hearts, gives us the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of | | 
God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo } & 
he hath been known, and is kaown, ac- 
cording to the meaſure of light manifeſt } i: 
in Chriſt within man, C 

Q. And 


| (5) 

of | Q. And « there any thing in man that ts 
ad 4comrary nature to the light, which doth op. 
ad poſe it , and by wh ch wan #vailed fromthe 
ch 4 knowledge of God? 

C- A, Yes, there is darkneſs in man, in 
id © whichthe ſeed of camity lodgeth, which 
(t = doth oppole the light, and yailes man 
it from the knowledge of God. 

" Q, How # darkneſs and light in oppoſition 
IC one to the other? 

d A. In their ſeyeral workings, accord- 
Ie | ingto their natures; for darkneſs leads 
t othat which is evil, and the light leads 
to that which is good, and (o they are in 
oppoſition one to the other, for when . 
the darkneſs worketh unto ſin, the light 
reproves it, and when the light worketh 
unto good, the darkneſs oppoſes it in en- 
; mMity, 

F Q. eAnd doth the Eleflion and Reprobation 
ft? Gard is the Natures or Seeds of light and 
> 3 darkneſs? 

. A. Yes, it doth fo, forthe ſeed of light 
t | is Chriſt, whom God hath eleQed and 
cholen before the foundation of the 
world, 
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world, and the ſecd of darkneſs is the 
Devil and enmity which is reprobated 
for ever. 


Q. And did Jicob and Eſau figmfie the xa. | 
ture of theſe ſeeds, in which the Elethions aud N 


Reprobat: ous FFandeth ? 


A. Yes, they did fo, for Jaceb was * 


of the tine ſeed of Abraham, the father 
of the faichful, unto whom God ſealed 
his Covenant, and to his ſcecs ſeed for c- 
ver; atid Eſa# vasof the ſeed of Enmir 
ty, and ſo was out of Gods Covenant 
Reprobated, 

Q. How did Jacob and Eſau ſt.ud in the 
{ght of God whilſt they were in the womb, ſeerng 


that before thry were barn, or had doxe ether | 


good or evil, Jacob was loved of God, and Ela 
bated ? 


A. They ſtood in their natures or 
ſceds in which each was conceived, and 
though both in Kebehehs womb 2s twins, 
yet the one was of fleſh, the other of pi. 
rit, and Z/e# being ofthe fleſh, he was 
autof Gods Covenant, and Jacob being 
the truce ſced, he was in Gods Covenant; 


[9 


ne fo Jah was in the EleQion and Gad 
2d loved him, but Z/a» was in the reproba- 
tion and God hated him, and thus God 
4. jbcheld them in the womb before they 
-4 had done either good or evil, that his 
. own purpoſeaccording to EleQion might 
1s © ſtand, 
'r * Q, And hath theſe natures or ſeeds 
d been in every man through all generath« 
Ons ? 
j- eA. Yes, they have ſo, for chey ſigni 
t - fied two natures or people, and fo Nati» 
on hath been againſt Nation in man 
| through all generations, in the natures of 
the two ſeeds. 
Q. What ts the ſtate and condition of 
\ people that remaine in the fall, and abides 
4 inthe tranſereſſion ? 
* 1 A. A fate of trouble and vexation of 
| © Spirit, 
= -: W hat diſpenſations mu#? people paſs 
* thorow to come wunto peace and reſt in 
| Goa? 
. A. They muſt paſs thorow the diſpen- 
ſation of the Law and the Prophets, un- 
B 4 to 


to Chriſt the ſubſtance, in whom is reſt ;di/ 
and peace cternal. ph 

Q. What is the Law init ſelfe ? 

eA. Itis holy, ſpiritual, jult and good. 

Q. 1s not thath which is holy. ſpiruuat,” 
Juſt and good , a diſpenſation in Which: 
peace and reſt is enjoyed ? iph 

A. As it comes to be fulfilled by'/ 
Chriſt it is, but the diſpenſation of ir, ! 
as it is the Law, is not, for the Law gi 
makes nothing perfe@, and there can beiw 
no true reſt and peace, but in that which ;m 
is perfet and makes perfe&t. 2 

Q. What then doth the adminifiration Pi 
of the Law ſerve unto, if it make nothing Yar 
perfect? 

A. It ſerves as a Schoolemalter to yg 
brirg unto Chriſt. 

Q. How ti: it a Schaolemaſter in its Jo 
_— ration ? air 

In correing and judging the Je! 
nigreionr, and inſtruQting and teach- Jt 
ing in righteouſneſs , for the Law gd 
added becauſe of tranſgreſſion. 

Q. F no: Chriſt manifeſt throwgh the | 1 


adzſpen+ \ 


| (9) 
eſt diſpenſation of the Law and the Pro» 
hers ? 

A. According to that diſpenſation 
>d.gunto which they ſerve, he is lo, but it is 
at, but darkly as in a gla(s. | 
ich'i Q. HoW muſt the Law and the Pro- 

ip hers be paſſed thorow to come unto Chriſt 
by 'Wwho fulfills them ? 
it, : A. By obſerving the Statutes and Or- 
aw dinances that is therein contained , 
be\wwhercby there is a going forward to the 
chmore full enjoyment ot the perfection 

2of Chriſt, who fulfills the Law and the 
jon FProphets, in the more glorious appear- 
ng yance of his own fulneſs and perftelite. 

Q. Isthe adminiQration of the Lawn * 
tO force in this preſent age ? ;: 

* A. Yes, itis in force to-take hold up- 7 
bon all tranſgreſſours, and it is Miniſtred 
4in juſtice againlt the tranſgreſl our, which 
he Jerres from the Statutes and Ordinances 
:h- Ithat is therein contained. 
aS'+ Q. But are not people in this age under 

Ja Goſpel adminiſtration. and are they tobe 
he brought back again under the Law? 

1% A. They 


ts 


(10) | 
A. They that have not paſſed thorough g1, 
the adminiſtration of the Law in them- | 
ſelves, they are not under a Goſpel ad- 
miniftration, and therefore they cannot &,; 
be brought back again , becauſe they + 
never went forward, but they are to bee, 
brought into that which hitherto they 2: 
have not known nor underſtood, for 
Go!pcl ailminiftration barely profeſſed + | 
will not doe people any good, and ſo itghe 
is that many in this age looks over they, , 
Law as an adminiſtration below theirgi 
profflion, and that the Law was a more 
proper adminiſtration in ages paſt, andJ _ 
more particularly to the Jews, not un-S: ar 
derſtanding that it hath its proper ad-Sar; 


& miniftration in man, whileſt ſin andfinqd 


tranſgrcſſion remaines in him, and(o it dg 
is in as fullforce in this age , upon all 
tranſgreſſours-as ever it hath been in ages 
-piſt; for whoſoever in this age that 
doth offend in one point of it, they will 
be found guilty of all, andthe judge- 
ment Will take hold ro the correcting 


.of the guilty, for God.will by no means 
clear 


| (11) 
h glear the guilty. 
I- | Q. Ands the throne of judgement ſet 
J- under the LaW io gadge and condemne 
Xt $e tranſareſſors of the Law ? 

Y 7 A. YeS,itis ſo, that every man might 

fear the Lord God, whogives forth his 

75 in man to be kepr and not ro be 

'aÞroken. 

ed + Q. But is it poſitble that man can keep 

Itghe Law in all things, and not offend 11 a= 

acy y thing, or that he can pr forme the re- 

Ir guiring of God in that arſpenſation as tis 
reg Covenant of Works. 

ndJ A. If there was not a poſlibiliry on 

n-Frans partto keepit, then it would ſeem 

d-Yard that the Lord ſhould command it 

ndfnd require it, and for not keeping itto 

 itfudge and condemne for it : and there 

allF/as ſome in ages paſt, that walked be. 

eSÞpre the Lord with pcrfe& hearts, and 
utſhat under the adminiſtration of the 
illLaw, but the ſhortneſs of obſerving on 
ze-Mans part is the weakneſs and unprofit- 
ngfbleneſs of the ficſh, ſo that he many 
mnSffimes cannot doe the things thar he 
car would, 


.% 


(12) | 
would, and thercin the firſt Covenant is 
found faulty , not-in it (elf, but in the in 
ſinful fleſh; and if it had not been as 


concerning the obſerving of the fir 
Covenant, there could not be place forth 
the ſecond, and therefore the works offin 
the firſt Covenant doth not obtain lifeJn 
and ſalvation , but rae free grace in the} 
ſecond Covenant, that all people mighths 
dye to them(clves according to the fleſh, pt 
and live unto God according to the ſpi 
rit, that ſolife and ſalvation may not beſha' 
of works bur by Grace, in the rich mer$wt 
cy of God through Jeſus Chriſt, whoſhe 
in his fall and glorious appearance ij 
man is the end of the Law for righte$ 
ouſncſs, and brings life and immortalit 
to light by the Golpel, and then there i; 
no more ſervitude or bondage under the 
Law , becauſe of the weaknel(s of the 
fleſh, but redemption wrought by the 
pow-r of Chriſt from under it, into Þs i 

more perfe& ſtate of freedome and li 
berty in his own life. 

2. What is ſignified by the propheſ ” # 


| (13) 
tis. A. The ncarer approaching or draw. 
he ing nigh of Chriſt in his own fulneſs 
aſe perfect life , that whereas he hath 


ir&Þcen ſcen but darkly, as ina glaſs, under 
forthe Law, he may be ſcen with open face 
 offyn the compleat beauty of his own glory 
lifeJn the Goſpel. 

thed Q. Of what ſervice are the Scriptures 
phths they are given forth and recorded with- 
ſh, p-t ? 


] 
v 


A. Much eyery way unto thoſe that 
ave received the ſame Spirit from 
which they were given forth, for unto ſuch 
hey ace profitable » and makes wile un- 

o ſalyation, and arc uto them of ſervice 

for inſtruction, edification and comfort, 
he ſame Spirit in them recciving the 
eſtimony of the Spiric as it is declared 

S$n the Scripture, and thercis an agree- 
th&necnt and union in the Spirit within, and 
Slſo in the words without, and fo there 

$ inſtru&ion, edification and comfort by 
i|the Scriptures unto all that arc in the 

me Spirit as gave them forth. 

D. But are they of no further ſervice 
then 


pi 
b 
Cr 
h . 


(14) | 
then onely 4 Teſtimony of thoſe things : _. 
which was preſent in that time ? anc 
A. So much of them as was coghſ 


forth by the holy men of God, through; 
the inſpiration of the Almighty , theyWÞe 
teſtifie of Chriſt, who was,andis,andis tos . 
come» and thar is onely their ſervice ingpp 
their places that through the TeſtimonyHut 
therein declared unto Chrilt, all peopleFer 
might come unto him, and have life. ( 

Q. By What doth Chriſt manifeſt hifyl, 
life, ſo as that tt may be known to be his 
life ? al 

A. By his light he manifeſts it, and ash i 
the light is reccived by which it is ma-j} | 
vifeſt, ſo is life received in it. p 

Qs 1s the light and the life diſtinithp 
Principles ? | | 

A. Nay, the light is Chriſt , and theyo 
life is Chriſt, and they are not diſtinAhni 
Princip'es, but he is known to be lightho! 
in manifeſting, and life in quickning. 

Q, W hat is the adminiſtration of ChriſtÞua 
inthe appearance of his own fulneſs andy; 


perfeet life ? 
A. An 


b 
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"gs | A. An adminiſtration of love, grace, 
and mercy. - 


7en | Q. And doth he appear to ſalvation in 


] at adminiſtration of his love, grace and 
1CY Wercy ? 
tos 4, Toas many as receives him in that 
- InBppearance, he becomes their ſalvation, 
NyHuc ſuch as reje him , he is their con= 
pleGemnation. 
. 1s not that adminiſtration nntver- 
Puflto ſalvation ? 
hisÞ.. 4. The manifeſtation of it is univer. 
al unto all, but unbelievers have no part 
Sh it, as an adminiſtration to ſalvation. 
aa-y Q. W hat is his adminiſtration in that 
Pearance of love, grace, and mercy, #n- 
veFo ſuch as reje? him? 

A. An adminiſtration of Jadgment, 
hejo cut down and deſtroy the worker of 
nafhiquity, and the gain-ſaying and rebel. 
hitfous nature. 
| Q. How doth he appear in love and 
riſt | dament, #12 one and the ſame admint- 
ndſr ation > 
A. He appears in love to the tencet. 

breath= 
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breathings which ſimply thirſteth after fr 
him, and in judgement to the obſtidateYu 
and cebcllious nature, that ſtands ia op=,©! 
poſition againſt hitn, ; | 

Q. How is this adminiſtration of the\C, 
love, grace and mercy of Chriſt:to be at«)bo 
tained ? . 

A. By his lightin the conſcience, forſd: 
the light is manife!t from his love and{m 
life, and guids up to his love and. life allth 
thar obey it in irs manifeſtation; - 

Q. How deth the light manifeſt it ſelff «g 
in 07 der to the attainment of life ? 

A. It manifeſts it ſelf againſt all thatJar 
in man, which alienates him from thejm 
life, Ws 

Q. HoWis min alienated from the life 

A, By the powerof darknefs which «r 
ruleth in him, and leads him captive. 

Q. What is captivity ? ap 

A. The bondage of the ſeed of God. fan 

Q.' What rs that which cauſes bondegeto 
and captivity upon the ſeed of God ? of 

4. The ſeed of the evil doer, andjth 
the gencration of its unclean nature an 

5 from 
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frer. from Which is produced all the hearts 
ateYuſts with which the holy ſeed of God is 
»p=- oppreſſed and burdened. 

| Q. But doth the light of Chriſt in the 
theXConſcience make manifeſt the ground of 
4b) bondage? 

'$ 4. Ycs, fortheground of bondage is 
forydarkncfs, and the light makes darkneſs 
ndJmanifeſt, and appears again(t it, and alt” 
-allJthe deccs of it. 

Q. What is the tate of man in bond= 
ſelf} age ? 
A. A Qatec of grief, forrow , pain, 
hatf anguiſh, tribulation , diſtreſs , fighing, 
theJmourning, crying , complaihing, hea= 

Vine(s and groaring. 
fel Q. [5 that the ſtate of all people that 
ich} are aliersated from the life of Chriſt ? 

A. Yes, for man in the fall andin the' 

apoſtacy is under the power of darkneſs, 
d. Jand all the cvil deeds of darkncſs genders” 
«gFtogether ina body, and thatis the body 
of ſin and death that lies upon him, and 
the ſeed of God travels in pain under it, | 
4 and groans io bedelivered, 


C Q. Bus 
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Q. But are not ſome people joyful whilſt ' , 
they arc alienated from the life of Chriſt en 
4. Theſced of the evil doer may re-/ 
joyce overthe ſeed of God, but that joy If, 
is bondage,anditis a joy that muſt come *,, 
into mourning, and cnd in ſorrow,andin 
the mid(t of that joy there is ſometimes | / 
a (cnſc of trouble and pain. p 
 Q. What arethe deeds of darkneſs par- 
ticularly, that do eppreſs and burden the} t| 
feed of God ? hi 
' A. Fornication, uncleanneſs, laſcivi- | 
ouſnels, inordinate affefions, evil concu- | c; 
Piſcence,covetouſneſs, drunkennels, pride, Þ a] 
anger, malice, envy, witch-craft , hatred, | if 
variance, ſtrife, fooliſh jceſting, vain com. | (4 
munication, vain thoughts, idle words, | k 
Praying in the will of the flc{h, preach. | jx 
ing in the wiſdom below, ſelf-righteoul. jj th 
neſs, with all other things which arc] a; 
ated by the motion of the fleſh , which {th 
are all of a contrary nature to the pureſſ f} 
and holy ſeed of God, and is the op. | te 
preſſion and burden of it. 


.. Q. But how may ſuch people know When 
they 


, (19) 
ut" they live in fuch things which doth bardets 
'e 14nd oppreſs the ſeed #f God o 
re-? 4. By thelight of Chriſt in the Con- 
Joy lecicnce, for the light doth make them 
me *manifeſt, and alſo reproves them. 
in” Q. Anddeththe light of Chriſ® make 
nes ſuch diſcoveries in the conſciences of 
J people ? 
w-; Go. Yes, for their is nevera (ecret 
the thought but the light ſhews it; if the 
heart intend any evil, it is ſcen inthein- 
Vi-| tention, and that which makes ſuch dif. 
Cu-f coverics is the light; for the light makes 
de, J all things manifeſt (markJall things, and 
ed, F if all things, then there is not any thing 
m- | that is hid from it ; and ſo people may 
ds, | know when there is an inclination or an 
h- | intention in their hearts to do any thing 
uf. | that they ſhould not do, they ſometimes 
ac fare fenſible that they fhould not intend 
ch that which they do, and will ſay, They 
re ſhonld not have ſuch thoughts and in- 
p- F rentions as is ſtirring in them, and ſo they 


many times are ſecretly convinced of rhe 
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ſeein ſecret what they incline unto, and , 


(26) 
vil of their own inrentions and inclinati- - 
ons, and are ſtopped from doing that | 
which they have an intention todo; and j 
that which thus ſecyetly diſcovers, and 
ſecretly convinces,itisthe light of Chriſt, 
and ſo the compaſhon of God manifeſts | 


_— —_— wer — > 
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it ſclf in the light, and he reacheth to | 
the oppreſlor with rebuke;and to the op- | 
preſſed in love and mercy. [ 
. What # the ground of the manife- | 
ſtation of the light by Which ſach diſcove- 
ries are made ? : 
A. Th: ground of its manifeſtation is 
the love of God, for he would not thar 
any ſhould periſh; and all. people in the } 
fall arc in a periſhing ſtare, and therefore J 
he maniteſts his light co convince andrc- | 
prove the ſinner in his way , that he may 
tar from his way and live ;, and hereby 
he'is manifcſt to be a God gracious and 
merciſul, in that he would not the death 
6f a ſinner, but ſhews the finto the ſin- 
= reproves him for ir,that he might | 
ake it and find mercy, | 
9-0 But £412 man be freed from ſinne 
_— 
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* whileſt he is in theb1dy ? 

: «A. Yes,if he love the light which re- 
proves it, the light will tree him from it; 
nd Þf for in the light there is no lin, and there. 
nd } fore they chat joyn to tlic light which 
iſt, ? reproves ſin, thicy with the lignt are guid. 
ſts | | cd out of ſin, afid ſo they come from un- 


der Satars power which is the ground of 

ſin, unto the power of God which takes 
; the fin away , andthcreby the Conlci- 
| ence comes to be purged and cleanſed 

ſrom all iniquity and iti, and the righte- 
 þ oulneſs of Chrilt comes to be revealed 
IS | inanew life, / 
ar Q. But 1s, not the grace of God ſvee by 
he Jeſus Chriſt, and hath ns Chrift accom. 
re} pliſh d the work of ſalvation by himſelf 
C- | alone? 
4 ef. The gracc of Godis free by Jeſus 
Yy | Chriſt, and Mm his light ir is freely magni- 
ad | feſt, and therein it appears unto all, and 
th brings falyation unto all that receives it, 
n-F and (a;ir may be fcit what Chrift ac» 
nt | compliſhes for (alvation by himſelf, a=" 
lone , kc will not fall to an unbeliey-Z 
G.3 Z 


ers part, either as to what he hath done, "th 
or is doing, in thoſethat believe in him. - | Jr 

Q. But if there be a believing in Chriff a 
for Salvation, doth not his Salvation be- p 
long unto ſach without any thing done on' 
their part, 'n 

A. Chriſt isthe Author of Faith, and | 
there is none can truly believe untill he 3x 
give them Faith in his power, and he | 
doth not give Faith to any but ſuch as } 7 
obeyes his light, and therefore ſuch as ap- 
plics Salvation by Chriſt through their * | 
own beliefc of what he hath accompliſh. þj 2 
ed for Salvation, they arc not in the Faith 
which ſaveth, bur contrariwile arc in the } 2 
uobelicte to his light and power,in which 
he bringeth Salyation, by the reſurreQi- JF 
on of his lite. | 

Q. How doth the light withiv man}. 
w wnfeſt it [elf in order 10 Salvation. 

A. It manifeſts it ſelf againſt the 
fdarknes, and all the deeds of it, it finds 
our all wandring thoughts , and vaine 
imaginations, ſo that a man may ſec 
with thelight chat is within him , when 


D the 


| 
( 
| 
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Ine, "the darkneſs tempts him, and whea the 

n. - | Juſts of the fleſh are moving to any evil; 

7iF and thus doth the light within manmani- 

| be- {feſt it ſelfe in order to Salvation. 

ron Q. Andu the light an wniverſal ma- 
'mife#tation unto all men ? 

and; A. Yes, And that without reſpe& of 

| he # perſons. 

lhe Q. Andi the love of God univerſally 

l as | Zenrgred unto all in ſuch « manifeſtation? 

ap-) 4. Yes, For the light bcing manifeſt 

cir © from the love, it tenders it (clfe in the 

ſh. 4 manifeſtation. 

ith Q. And the love received by all un- 

he | 10 Whom it # ſo tendred ? 

chil Þ. Nay, for many rcje the light , 

ti- J and will not become ſubject to the re. 
proofe of it, and they that doe fo, they 

an {| doc not receive the loye which in that 
manifeſtation is tendred unto them, 

he Q. But is there any thing that lyes on 

ds | mans part in order to his ſalvation? 

Ne A. Yes, heis toobey the light and 

ze | follow it, and then the light will teach 

him to deny himſelfe, andto take up the 

daily Croſs. C 4 AAud | 
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Q, And doth the light Work in order "11 
to falvation if man obey ut and followit > | 
A. Yes, forhe that obeyes the light; 
and follows it , he doth not abide in; 
darkneſs, but comes to the light otlife, 
| Q. Hath man power in himſelf to turn 1, 
| to the light, and to obey it, and follow ut ? 
A. Nay,of himſelf he can doe nothing 
that is good, nor tutn from any thing# - 
{ that js evil, but if he ſtand (till when the} 
light reproves him, he there anſwers itin 
obedience , as not joyning with that! 
wiich the light reproves him for, and ſo 
by giving diligence to the reproof, and 
ſtanding (tll when reproof comes , he is 
there in obedience to it , and then the 
Jove which js tendred in that manifeſta. 
TION, it caſts it (elf about him, and with 
3ts ftrength ir ſcparates him from the 
ſin, and begets adiflice in him unto it, 
| fo that he begins ro abhor the appear- 
| ance of ir, and then in the ftrengrh of 
the love, he turns from rhe powerof 9a-F 
"tan unto the power of God, where the 
light becomes his leader and teacher inſſa! 
A the 


s, 
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der the way of peace, ſo that Salyation is in 
* "the light alone and not by any thing 
ght, hich is done by man of himſelfe, yer 
- INFhe light requires man to ycild himlſelfe 
C, Þntoir, and yeilding him(clf untoit , he 
#7 anfwers the requiring of it in obedience, 
? nd ſo becomes a lervant to the lightin 
INSBll things, 

NSF Q. What doth the ['ght - work when man ſo 
the Sita; himſelfe to ſerve it ? 


itinf 4, It then riſes in power,and is feltto 
hat'Þe powerfull ro the pulling down the 
d ſoftrong hold of ſin, and unthroaning the 
andÞpowers of darkneſs, whereby the un- 
e iSfclcanc corrupted nature comes to be 


thefcrucified, and fleſhly lus condemned, 
ſt1-Kand fo the burdens, weights and loads 
ith Fare removed , under which man hath 
theÞravelled and groaned. 

Q. But 1: the light ſufficient to ſave man 
rons all fin, and to preſent him holy and blame- 
| eſs before God ? 
oa-P 4. Yes, itis ſo, and they that love ir 
the knowes it to be (o, for the light is Chriſt, 
 infandall power in hcayen and earth is gi- 
the ven_ 


(2 
yen unto him, and there js nothing im-} 
poſlible with him, nor too hard for him, 
ifman do not rejeQt him and rebell a-> 
gainſt him, "T 

Q. And doth the power in its rifi 
work contrary 10 mans own will, wiſdeme,'ſ, 
and reaſon, 

A. Yes, for the power is the Croſs 
unto the will , wiſdome and reaſon © 
man, and in all things worketh as a croſs 
unto that nature, and ſtops it, and chains 
it, 2nd yoaks it down Wien it would be 
at liberty, 

Q, And is that work of the power un 
fo Salvation ? ' 

A. Yes, ifit be obeycd that the op 
poſer do not quench it, it puts a diffi 
rence between the precious and the vile} 
and ſo riſes as a hammer and knock 
down the vile, and takes hold on it as 

fire and burnes itup, and ſo man comes 
into the furnace where God is a conſu 
ming fire. 
Q. But can any abide the day of hii 

comming in ſuch « diſpenſation ? 
A. Yes 


( 
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m-? 4. Yes, ſomethere be that do abide 
m,%Fr, who loves not their lives unto death, 
| a-}Þur truſts in the Lord though he kills 
hem. 
ing Q, And is Salvation wroucht through 
wmerlfuch a diſpenſation of Chriſt > , 
A. Yes tor hc is terrible while(t the 
olsFvicked ſtand in his fight , and reveales 
| oiMimlelfe in flaming fire to execute ven- 
cance upon the rebellious nature, for 
is appearance unto Salvation is in jUag- 
FMmcat againſt all, and upon all, that would 
or that he ſhould reigne., 
w1ll Q. And doth Chriſt work this work in 
947 ? 

A. Yes. for ſin is within man, and 
here muſt Chrift work topurge his con- 
Wcience, ifever he be made clean. 

Q. But doe none know Chriſt to be Sal- 
vation but ſuch as feeles his work within 
Wo hem ? 

A. No, for it is to be underſtood , 
hat whileſt man remaines in the fall, he 
ys under the power of darkneſs, and 
herefore the power of Chriſt muſt work 
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that hath the power of it, which is the 
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within him to ſubduc the power of dark- 
neſs that ruleth over him , and to ſave 
him from the temptations that the dark- 
neſs entangles him in, and ſo manis. e. 
yer to ſtand in the pure fear of God, 
and to wait for the appearance of his 
pcwer, to deliver him out of the ſnares 
in which he'lycs entangled in the dark. 
n:{s, and then he will fecl the work of 
the power in him,. rocalt out the ſtrong 
man which hath kept tne houſe, andthe 
power will keep man in the awe that he 
darc not fin, for who have felt the judg- 
ment of the Lord for ſin, they ſtand in 
the pure fear , Icaſt at any time thcir 
feet ſhould flip into ſin, and this is t-uc 
love ro God, when fin is denyed, with 
which his Spirit is greived, 

Q. eAnd doth the power work effe (tual. 
ly to Salvation 4s man jeilds himſelfe mat! 
it, and denye; that which it doth reprove "hin 


for ? 
4. Yes, it works cftcQually unto Sal. 


Fyation , by deſtroying death , and hin 
devil 


A. 
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devill, and ſo by the work of the power, 
the old manis crucited, & the old works, 
words , and thoughts, they all dye, and 
in is condemned in the fleſh, and the 
fleſh is brought unto ſubjcfion & (ilence 
through death, and this man muſt know 
wrought in him by the power of God , if 
ever he come co eternal lite, for no un- 
clean thing that muſt cnter into the 
Kingdome of God, and therefore it muſt 
be denyed and put off before the King- 
dome can be obtained, 

Q. Bue muſt man paſs through death , 
and riſe again whileſt he is in the body ? 

A. Yes, For excepthe be regenerared 
and born again, he cannot enter into the 
kingdome of God; aud therefore he muft 
dye to the firſt Adams ficſh, and be 
quickned and raiſcd again in che ſecond 
Adams ſpirit, and (o in the reſurreQtion 
and life enter the Kingdome as little 
child. 

Q. And doth the work of the power tr: ng, 
death upon the firſt Adam throughout? | 


A. Yes, 
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A. Yes,for no part or property of the 
firſt Adam that muſt live before God, 
and as the ſecond Adam riſes in power, 
the firſt Adm is put to death ; and ſo 
the quickning ſpirit of the ſecond Adam 
goes over the finſul ficſh of the firſt A-$#/ 


dam, and there is rhe reſurreion of the 
ſeed, and the tranflation of mana into its 
nature, where he receives a new body, 
and anew life, in which body and life 
he bears the image of the heavenly; and 
then he is blameleſs in Body, Soul, and 
>Pirit. 

Q. And ts that the way by which man 
muſt come to inherit life eternal ? 

A. Yes, for life etcrnalis onely in the 
Son, and man in his own life is alienarcd Wi 
from it, and therefore he muſt dye to 
his own life, beforc he can inherit eternal 
life in the Son. 

Q- And zs there none that pleaſes Go, 
but who are thus regenerated and born 4 
gain ? 

4. None in the fleſh can pleaſe God 


and therefore man is te wait in the pow: 
et 
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er for a new birth, which is nor after the 
fleſh, bur aſter the ſpirit , which birth 
of the ſpirit is the Fathers beloved Son, 
in whom he is well pleaſed. 
2. How doth the power diſpoſe man in 


BErke acath ? 


A. Ir diſpoſes him in tilneſs, keep- 
ing all fleſhly motions in ſilence, ſo as a 
little child he lyes nakedly and innocent- 
ly before God, and hath no will, nor 
wiſdom, norreaſon left inthim, bu all 
baptized down into the ſufferings of 

hriſt, where they arediflolved into no- 
hingneſs, and there the power kills him 
and gives him life again ; and ſo man 
ayes down his own lite, and takes up 
ife in Chriſt, in which life he comes to 
de raiſed in the reſurreQgion of Chriſt ; 
and hear is the paſſing from death to 
ife, where man puts on Chriſt, and is 
-Mnade a new creature, and ina new life 
4(@Þcthen ſerves God, and pleaſeth Gvd, 
or his thoughts, words and works atc 
Il changed, and with a new tongue he 
.ſhen ſings the new ſongs, and givesglo- 


o | 
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ry, and honour and .praiſe, and thanks # 
unto him that firs upon the throne, who |} | 
lives for ever, aad ever, and this is in 
ſubſtance the whole matter, | 

Q. But doth mot the birth of the ſeed 4 
meet with much oppoſition in its reſaur-Þ 
redtion ? 

eA. Yes, Wiileſt it is inthe travaile it 
is ſtrongly oppotcd by a contrary nature, 
and many dangers that lyes near on every 
hand, untill death haye paſſed upon all, 
as is ſaid bcfore, but when the power 
hath crucified the firſt Adam through- 
out, and that the ſeed be raiſed into the 
glorious liberty of its own life , then thei 
ſeed reigneth, and hath dominion and 
government over all oppolicions , tri- 
umpbing in victory. | 

Q. But how is oppeſnions removed Yi 
#nd dangers eſcaped w the 114vaile ? 

A. By Faith in the power, and wateh- 
ing to be kept cloſe to the leadings of it, 
and ſo the powcr #11 remoye oppoſiti-/ 
ons, and defend from dangers, for the 
watch being kept to it, and the Fait 
ſtandin 
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y ſtanding ftedfaſt in it , the enemy hath 
no power to prevaile though he may 

i tempt , for the living power is as a 
4 wall on the right hand and on the left, 
-- © to preſerve from dangers, and it goes be- 

fore as a cenquerour to remove oppoſiti- 
ir® ons, and comes behind as a ſafe guard 
ce, to keep off the Enemy, for ſ{miting the 
ry & hindmoſt part of the Campe , and thus 

1,F Chriſt by his power is all in all every 
er way tothe trayailing Babe , that cannor 
h-Yreft in any place below the freedome of 
heYhis own life, and therefore let none enter 
nctinto unbeliefe, as if oppolitions could 
adBnever be removed, nor dangers clearly 
ri-Reſcaped , for he that quickneth and gi- 

Fverh life to breath after him, heis mighty 
4 fin his power, and he doth aſſuredly fave 
to the utmoſt the birth of his own beget» 
ch-Fting , which abides in the ſimple tender 
it, Fbreachings to poſſeſs more of his lite. 

ti-* Q, But? may there not be captivity af- 
hcger the power be received, and that ſome- 
ithÞphing be quickned by the power to breath 


inghefter God ? 
D A.That 


5: 
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. That preſent ſtate is captivity,forf p 
that which by the power is quickned® z- 
to breath afrer God , it is then in captiWzc 
vity, and breathes in the power to bY, 
delivered out of captivity , and as th, 
power is received ,. and Faith kept in it ſe 
the power works in order to deliverWe1 
ance, -lu 

Q. But may there not be captivity after F. 
there be deliverance in ſome meaſurAtii 
Wrought by the power ? -m 

A. Yes, there may beſo, for if th&te 
minde erre from the power , and unbeFpe 
liefe enter , there may be captirity aYW 
gain in thoſe very places out of whictfai 
the power hath wrought dcliverance Jul 
and lo many may come to taſte of thi 
good wordot God, and the powers off ſu 
the world to come, and yer may goQJas 
back again, and here captivity comcYz/1 
upon many who have had a long trayv4 
vaile out of Egypt, and have ſeen grea®® 
and wonderfull things wrought by thy gr: 
power. by 

Q. ' But. is not the power ſufficient theo 

preſers 
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forf preſerve from going « ſtray , and return= 
edF ang again into ſuch aftale , as 10 come in» 
ti. 70 captivity after it have wrought delive- 
b@rarce? 

he 24. Thepower isas ſufficient to pre- 
it\ſerve as to deliver, and is not at all weak- 
erScr in the one thenin the other, but where 
Zſuch a ſtate comes to paſs, there is not 
Faithfulneſs tothe power, but temptae» 
tions enters and prevailes, and (o the 
*minde goes from the power into the 
temptations, whereby there is a way 0- 
pened for the darkneſs to riſe again , 
which in the day of tenderneſs and 
fairhfulneſs to the power , was kept i 
\ubjetion under the yoak. 

Q. And doth the power follow after 
ſuch again , after they erre from it, and 
p0Q doe not abide faithfull in it , 19 recover 
mcY:hew and deliver them out of their capti« 
tra v4ty ? 

A. Yes, for the Lord waites to be 
the gracious , and though there may be a 

backſliding, yer he doth not fhut up his 
: i} compaſſion, but condiſcends in bowels of 
1 D 2 tender. 
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tenderneſs to follow the wandering | 
ſheep which is gone aſtray , andby the | \ 
word of his power he calls to return and } © 
if there be a yeilding to the word of 
power, and a joyning to it again, the} * 
Lord heales the back{lidings,and loves as |; 
freely as ever hedid, and ſo he brings 
the crring ſheep again into the Fold, | 
and gives it paſture amongſt his Flock , 
and here he ſhewes his goodneſs in the 

Riches of his mercy, ; 

Q. «Ard doth the power preſerve and 
keep all ſafe in their travaile that ' abide 
in 18 Faithfully ? 

A. Yes, for they that abide in the 
power, and are guided by the power, 
they do not erre, but by the power are 
kept through faith unto Salyation, and all 
the babes that live in the power, they re- 
cciveſtrength in the power, &0onot faint. 

Q. What are the dangers that may te- 
fall while the ſeed in travaile ? k 

A. There be very many which the | 
light diſcovers diftinaly , yet I fhall 
name a few ofthem, 


1, To 
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ig I To glory in the fleſh, with that 
ie | Which is manifeſt from God in the day 
id ' of tenderneſs. 
of ® 2. to gather the manifeſtation of 
1e | truth into the wiſdome below , and to 
a5 4 enrich the falſe birth. 


'O 3. To center in the forme or praQtice 

' | of truth, as ir ſtands in appearance one- 
] 

RH Bs 


\e 4. To lye down at eaſe after ſome- 
* thing of truth be received. 

id 5. To live upon the knowledgeof 

1. & what is ſeen a far off, 

6. To enter into unbeleife, in time of 
1c fl tral and afflitions. | 
7. To runout of the preſent meaſure 
re & oftruth, and to hunt after the knowledge 
11 4 ofir through the comprehenſion. 
ul $. Tofecd upon any thing that flowes 
r, | not from the immediate openings, and 

ſpringings of the life, 
9. Todraw any concluſion of ſecuri- 
S Y, andto lyedownin it as ina place of 
reſt, 
Theſe with many more , which with 
D 3 the 
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the light may be (cen, are all great dan- L 


gers in the travaile, and temptations lyes 
very near in them, which being joyned 
unto, brings the ſeed into Captivity, after 


there may be deliverance out of E- * 


BYPt. 


Q. How may ſuch dangers be eſcaped, © 


and a [fe Way walked in, through the | 


Irayaitle ? 


A. By keeping inthe cyerlaſting po- > 


wer, and living by Faith in it, for the |: 
power is the croſs unto mans own will, | 


and ſiops Nimroas hunting nature , and 
chains under all the unruly affeions, and 
ſo the minde abiding in the power, all 
dangers are cſcaped, and the innocent 


babe is ſafely preſerved out of the nands *' 


of all its encmies, 


Q. What are the places particularly | 
where the pouter. becomes ſuch a defence 


as to preſerve the birth ſafe in its wa- © 


vaile ? 


A. 1. The loweneſs and humblenels :: 


of minde, 
"2, Thepoverty and nakedneſs, 
3. The 
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The nothingnels and emptineſs. 
. Theſimplicity and innocency. 
@ 5+ The integrity and ſincerity, 
4 The faith and patience, 
1 . The mealure of the power recei- 
' ved. 
Theſe places with many more, which 
- with the light may be underſtood, are 

., places whece the power overſhaddowes 
- ®the birth, and isa ſure defence unto it, 
> |. whereby it is preſer ved out of all dangers 
& whileſt ir is in the travaile, 

Q. But When there is a clear fight 
through ſome opening of the life, may there 
not (afely be a reaching 10it, and 4 com- 

paſiing of it into peſſeſſton ? 
3 24. Ohno, take hecd in thatplace, 
7 for if there be a reaching forth to com- 
, © paſs that which may clearly' be ſeen 
- 4 through ſome opening of the life, that 
. & which openeth will preſently ſhut up by 

* drawing it ſelfe into 1ts own perfe& na- 
. -; ture and fullneſs, and then the enemy 
# ſuddcnly preſenteth a transformed ap- 

pearance in the likeneſs of that which ' 
D 4 was 
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was truly opened, and the reaching part!” c 
beingat liberty , it catches at the enemies 
preſentation as if it was the ſame thing}, zh, 
which was ſeen in the openings of they 


life, and ſo laies hold upon it with anca- 
ger deſire and compaſſeth the falſe yhi 
likeneſs into poſſeſſion, but miſles of the? &i 
true ſubſtance, for when there is ſuch a. for 
pure opening inthe life, and that there} ag 
be a clear ſight, that it is the ſpring or%un 
fountain which the innocent thirlteth;%;ng 
after, then there is to bea ſilence in thekyſtr, 
fear, thatio, that which openeth may King 
compals that which thirſtech, and bring F |: 
it into a larger poſſeſſion of its own ul. 
neſs, and ſoitis the life which opencth, 
which mult gather and compals that J 
which thirſteth into jts own opening, } 
and that is atruc and everlaſting poſleſ-& 
fion of endleſs riches, which none can 
compals totiemſelves,though there may} 
be a clear ſight in ſome openings, for the 
life is jealous of its own glory, and will jy 
not giveit toanother, -and ſo ſhnts up it 
ſelfe again when there is a reacting to 

c Ompals 
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t/” compals it through any opening. 
Ss" Q. But doth not ſome ſtreams flow to 
8 the thirſty in /uch an opening of the life, 
ul, Which it us refreſhed and comforted ? 
a A, It there be lilencce in the fear, the 
e\\thirſty reccives conſolation and atisfa- 
e::ction through that which is meaſured 
a. *forth ſrom the fulneſs in the opening, 
and fo the ſtreams of virtue doth reach 
XZ untoit ; and there is not to be a reach- 
n\"ing forth to compaſsthe fountain, & here 
xcftrength is renewed through the renew- 
Y Rings of the mercy. 
Sf Q. 7s not that Which is taſted and felt 
|- $20 conſolation and refreſhing as one time, 
h, $good for the ſame uſe and ſervice at ano- 
a Þher time ? 
$3 A. Asit comes ſrcſh from the ſpring, 
1- Sand fothe fame itis; but if the ſame as 
an it hath bcen once taſted and felt, then it 
ay Fs not , for the babe mult have the breſt 
Nc and the freſh miik from it again for con- 
Jolation and refreſhing , when ever it 
tands in need, for that which once hath 
deen taſted, and felt, and digeſted , is 
; never. 
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never good for nouriſhment any more, 
and therefore the babe is ever to de. 
pend upon the fountain of its oaturgl ge. 
neration , and in ſilence and fear waiting, 
all things good for food Will be given nn- 
ro it from timeto time, according to its 
*necd, and fo the new birth lives by new 
food, which is never corrupted, but in 
the fountain is preſerved {weet and fa- 
youry , the feeling of which as it is mi- 
niſtied in the freſh openings of the life, 
is pure conſolation and refreſhing. 

. And wriſt and peace attained in 
the conſolation and refreshing through ſuch 
4 miniſtration ? 

eA. Yes, the babe hath reſt and peace 
init, for being conſolated and refreſhed 
through the miniſtration , it lyes down 
in reſt and peace, and ſo through nouriſh- 
ment and reſt, it grows up into a more 
perfe@ ſtature of the meaſure of Chriſts 
fulneſs, and becomes ſtrong in the Lord. 

Q. How is the birth diſpoſed when it 
comes into ſuch aſtature of the meaſure 


of Chrifts fulneſs ? 
A, It 


—————————— 
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A. It is diſpoſed in love, mercy, gen- 
tleneſs, meeknels, peace, juſtice, equity, 
uprightneſs, ſincerity, innocency , and 
ſimplicity, in which it bears the heaven- 
ly Image of Chriſt in his owa perfe& na- 
ture, and inhis heavenly wildome is in 
all things diſpoſed rowards God and 
Men. 

Q. And deth the pure Religion conſift 
in the manifeſtation of ſuch virtues and 
graces ? 

A. The pure Religion conſiſts in the 
power and wiſdome of God , and ſuch 
virtues and graces are manifeſt from the 
pureRcligion, and arc the effeQs of ir, 
and ſo ſpreads abroad as natural branch- 
es of the lite. 

Q. And” doth all things become new 
tn man after he be ſo changed through re- 
generation ? 

A. Yes, fot when all the old is dead 
and buried by the reſurreQion of the 
ſeed , then all things becomes new in 
man, for the new birth hath new thoughts 
words, and works, and a new tOngue. 

| Q, And 
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Q. «And hath not the new birth any a 
greement with the old in any place ? 
A. Nay, that is not poſlible, for they 
| are contrary one tothe other inall things, 
and there is no agreement between them 
in any thing. . 

Q. But ds thoſe things Which are in ap- 
pearance manifeſt the natures of the rwo 
ſecds ? 

A. Yes, foras they arc contrary in 
nature , ſo they are contrary in manife- 
ſtation. | 

. Q. And doth the nature of the evil 
feed produce a manifeſtation according to 
Hs nature ? 
| A. Yes, for every manifeſtation hath 

a conception before it be manifeſted , 
and the evil ſeed being in government , 
it ſends forth a manifeſtation according 
to its natnre , and ſo the tree may be 
known by its fruit. 

. What is the manifefition that 
from the evil ſeed are produced ? 

A. They are generally included in 

thoſe things which are.by people un- 


rege- 


ce 
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regenerated obſerved, who are called 
the world, or worldly people, and fothe 
pride of life is not of the Father, but of 
the world, that is a manifeſtation of the 
nature of the evil ſeed which rulcth in 
the world ; and fo it is concerning all 
other things which are obſerved by peo- 
ple unregencrated , who are not of the 
Father, bur of the world. 

Q. And cannot theſe that are born of 
the ſeed of God, joyn with thoſe things 
Which by the World are o5ſcrved ? 

A. Nay, there is an impoſſibility lyes 
there alſo, for they are born of another 
nature, and there is no agreement in con- 
traryes , cither in nature or manifeſta- 
tion, 

Q. And doth not the world, or the birth 
4 the flesh , deſpoſe and hate the birth 

orn of God , becauſe it cannos anſwer 
What is obſerved in that nature ? 

A. Yes, and alſo perſecutes it , and 
that is the ground of All enyy, ſtrife, and 
perſecution outward, becauſe the birth 
born of God , delights to do the he - of 

od 
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God and the will of God being contra- 
ry tothe will of man, the birth born of 
the will of man, hatcs the birth born of 

God, and perſccutes ir. 
Q. And doth the birth born of God 
endure perſecution Without reſiſting or re- 
Veng ing ? | 
A. Yes for it ſuffers in the will of | 
God, and (o lyes dowa in the patience | | 
and quietneſs, in which it hath true con- || | 
tentment and peace, through all things I | 
that comes to paſs by outward tryals 
and atflitions. | 
Q. Then as it not thebirth of the fleſh 
that flrives and perſ cules about Rels- || 
ton ? ' 
A. Yes, forthenature of itisenvy, | ( 
and where it is not byuwed unto, then | j 
it perſecutes , and ſpoiles, and deſtroys | 4 
In its envious nature,, and fo reyvengesit | ( 
ſelf in cruelty upon ſuch as cannot walk 
In its way, 7 
Q. And doth not God wonderfully ap. 
pear With his own birthin « ſtate of out. | \ 
Ward iryals and ſufferings - c 
A, Yes 
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A. Yes, more wonderfully then can 
be expreſſed in words. 

Q. HoW doth he appear With it in ſuch 
a ſkate ? 

A. In his endleſs, love, mercy, and 
goodneſs, through which his bowels of 
compaſſion breaketh in renderneſs unto 
his afflicted children, whereby they re- 
ccive ſtrength in him to (tand in every 
tryal that comes upon them for their 


 faithſulneſs unto him. 


Q. And do all born of God put their 
truſt in him alone ? 

A. Yes, for they have not another to 
tru in beſides him , therefore they 
wholly caſt their care upon him in all 
conditions, and he forſakes them not 
in their adyerfity, but ſtrengthens their 
faith, and keeps them in patience toen- 
dure unto the end. 

Q. And What doth outward affliftions 
Work for ſuch as are exerciſedin them? 

A. They work for much good cvery 
way, for thereby man comes to ſee his 
own nothingneſs and emptyneſs, and is 

brought 
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brought into humbleneſs of minde to 
wait upon God, for the renewing of his 
ſtrength in the preſent exerciſe , that he 
may not be weary nor faintin it. 

Q. Then 1s it net good 40 be exerciſed 
in owrward affiiitions ? ; 

A. Man is not to make choice of any 
thing, but to ſtand inthe will of God; 
and if for the exerciſe of his Conſcieace 
towards God, afflidions do betide him, 
then he will feel it work for much good; 
but the choice of itin his own will doth 
not bring any comfort, 

Q. 1s there any chuſes outward ſufſee 
rings in thetr own will ? 

A. There may that come to paſle 
through the will as may cauſe outward 
ſufferings, but it cannot be truly ſaid that 
tne will chuſes the ſufferings, but may 
att or practice ſuch things as may cauſe 


outward ſufferings tobe inflited, 


Q. How may it be known when a man 
ſuffers tn the will of God, and When 22 
ſ#ffers for any thing done in his owne 
Will? 


A, Ir 
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| A, It may be known by the motion of 
Gods powerin him, fot by the powet 
the underſtanding is informed into the 
truth, asalſo, what is hot of the truth, 
and ſo the power conſtraines'a man that 
is jzoyncd unto it, to bear witneſs unto 
the truth, and againſt chat which is out 
of the truth; and whoever comes into 
outward ſufferings for the exerciſe of 
their Conſcience, in this teſtimony they 
ſuffer in the will of God, bur ſuch as 
barely from the Scriptures concludes 
ſomething to themſelyes , either to be 
truth, ornotthe truch, and ſo puts thee 
own concluſions into praQice, and then 
fortheir own concluſions comes to ſuf. 
fer, it Eannot be truly aid of ſuch, That 
they ſuffer in the will of God, or that 
they chule ſufferings in their own wills, 
but in theic wills have concluded ſome- 
thing to themſelves, and have (choſen 
their own concluſions, which in praQice 
differs from the praQtice eſtabliſhed by 
Nations Laws, for which cauſe there 
are ſome that comes into outward ſut- 
E ferings; 
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ferings , but more in that place whick # 
chuſes liberty rather. +t| 

Q. But may not a man in Wiſdome bo y W 
order himſelf as to eſcape all outward ſuf- 
ferings,concerning the exerciſe of his Con-\| fo 
ſcience, by conforming to the requirings 
of the preſent 11mes , and yet keep a good || ſec 
conſcience 10Waras Ged > be. 

4. Man in his own wiſdom may ſo} all 
order himſelf, as to eſcape all outward 
ſufferings in that place by conforming, - 
bur this is to be underſtood , that ſuch a ing 
man doth not ſtand in the will of God, oul 
neither in ſo doing can he ſtand with ajenc 
good Conſcience towards God, for,hehis 
that conforms to any praQice ; Which] C 
man obſerveth  beiog convinced that! - 


xa outward ſuffering by conforming{| 
and doth not ſtand in the power of God|wor! 
to bear-a teſtimony for God, that marfhing 


is not born of the ſeed of God, irth 
Q. 1n what doth the teſtimonie of God Q 

ſtand ? | ard 
4 ; A. 


(sr) 
i* A. Itſtands inthe feed , which hach 
| themind of God, and delights to do the 
> | will of God, 
A Q. And do all, bern of the ſeed, bear 
j-| forth a teſtimony for God ? 
s} A. Yes, they havea teſtimony in the 
41 ſecd, and ſuch ſtands in the power » and 
bear witneſs unto the truth, and arc nor 
of aſhamed of their teltimony. 
dj Q. Wheta? ſuch bear reſtimonie unto? 
z,| 4. Totherrath asit is in Jeſus, hold. 
al ing forth his life, power, wiſdom, righte. 
dg,| ouſnels, holineſs, mceknels, and pati- 

ence, with all the graces and virtues of 
1chis pure life. 
chi Q. And What do they teſtifie again? ? 
at! A. They tcſtifie againſt all deceit and 
hdwickedneſs, vain cuſtoms, faſhions, and 
ejtraditions of the world, againſt all hy- 
1g|pocrifie and double-mindedneſs , will- 
,d|worſhips and ſelf-righreouſneſs, with all 
anfhings generally that is manifeſted by the 
birth of the fleſh. 

Q. And « that the ground Why out- 
rard 1ffliffions betide thoſe that are born. 
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of the ſeed of God, and bears forth a te= 
frmony for Goa ? 
<A. Yes,for the ſeed of the evil doer 
being at enmity againſt the ſeed of God, 
it laboars every way to ſuppreſs the 
teſtimony of it, and lo the birth of the 


- fleſh hath alwayes perſecuted the birth 


of the ſpirit; and this is to be obſerved, 
that where there is no teſtimony, there 
is no perſccution ; for ifthe birth of the 
fleſh can be anſwered inits way , and not 
teſtified againſt , ir will not perſecute , 
becauſe it is anſwered by its own nature, 
and it is againſt jts nature to perſecute 
its ſelf, and ſoit is, that the world loves 
its own, and hates ſuch as are not of it, 
ana perſecutes them. 

Q. And doth not God anſwer all ſach as 
are faithfull in their teſtimony With peace 
and joy ? 

M. Yes, he is their ſtrength and cx- 
cceding great reward and they have much 
peacein him, and fulneſs of joy in his 
preſence. | 

VN W hy do not [uch as are boyy of the 
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cebof God, revenge themſelves upon their 
adverſaries When they may have oppor- 
tunes ? 

A. Becauſe revenge is contrary to 
their nature, - for they are born of the 
peaceable nature of Chciſt, in which 
they love their enemics, and bears good 
will to all men, and fo they lye down 
in the will of God, and gives their backs 
to the ſmiters, and cannot reſiſt nor re- 
venge, but are ready to do good to thoſe 
that hates them and perſecutes them, 
not rendring evil for evil, but overcoms 
tae evil with good : and hereinit is ma- 
nifeſt that they are born of God, and 
knoweth God, and ſo commits their 
cauſe unto him , as unto a faithful crea 
ror. 

Q. But are not ſuch people in great 
bondage through outward ſufferings and 
affliftions , and is not their ſufferings 

rievous unto them? 

A. As to their bodies they are in much 
bondage and ſufferings, but they have 
inward liberty in God, and are the freeſt 
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of all people, andthey count their out. 
ward afflitions butlight, in compariſon 
of their inward joy and glory, for they 
are the living babes out of whoſe mouths 
God perfeas his praiſe, and this is the 
change wrought in man by the mighty 
power of God, in which power the ever- 
laſting kingdome is known, and the 
riches of it inherited, in which the babes 
fits dowa rcjoycing inthe midſt of out- 
ward tribulations, and they leara the 
new fongs, and ſings them with new 
tongues, with which they magnihe the 
Lamb that lives for ever and erer: E- 
ven ſo, Amen, Glory be to the moſ 
high over all, | 


Something, 
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Something concerning the Foundation 
and Principle ofthe poor afflited peo- 
ple of God, called QUAKE RS» 


Queſt, flat is the ground and 
foundation Which you 
( that are called Duakers) do lay to your 
ſelves, as the principle of your Religion? 
eAnſw. Our ground and foundation is 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is the only begotten 
of the Father, and God hath layed it 
for us, and not we to our ſelyes; and 
it isa ſure foundation in itſelf, and alfo 
ſare unto us, as being layd of God for 
us, andthis is the foundation and princi- 
ple of onr Religion. 

Q. Where do you hold forth this 
foundation to be laid, Which you ſay is ld 
of God for you ? by: 

A. It is laid of God within us, and is 
the rock of our ſafety, and'ſo we bold 'it 

E 4 forth 
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forth to be a ſure foundation, as know- 


ing the ſtrength and power of it , which 
defends it ſclt that the gates of Hell can- 
not prevail againſt it, nor againſt us that 
ſtand ſtedf,ſt upon it, 

Q. How do you manifeſt this inward 
foundation, which you ſay is Chriſt, 10 be 
the true and onlie foundation which God 
bath laid > 

Q. From the ſecling that we have of 
it, by which we know that ic is ſure in 
ps» and from that ſure and certain know- 
ledge which we have of itin the feel- 
ing, we manifeſt it from its own nature 
and being, uatv its owa nature arid being 
in others. 

. Q, What is the nature and being of 


7 + if 


A. It is unchangeable, in light, life, 


. power, wiſdom, and glory full of all 
. goodneſs, yirtuc and mercy, and in its 
-nature and being is unmoveable, 


'» Q. HoW do you manifeſt it to be the 


 pplie found :ition , and that there is not 
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A, From the unchangeableneſs of its 
own nature and being, for we know 
that God doth not lay any viſible or 
changable things for a foundation, but 
that which is of himſelfe within, and is 
invinſible to the natural eye , and un- 
changable in its own nature, that is the 
foundation which God layeth , and we 
know no man can lay another. 

2. And is that whith is within you 
the onlie foundation upon Which you find, 
and the prenciple of your Reltgton ? 
A. That of God within us is fo, for 
we know it is Chriſt, and being Chrilt, 
it muſt needs be onely , and principal, 
for that which is onely, admits not of a- 
nother, and that which is principal is 
greareſt jn being, and thus we know 
Chriſtin us, to beunto us the onely and 
principal, who was before all things, and 
in whom all things conſiſt. 
2. But doe you hold that this founds- 
tion and principle within you is ſufficient 
$0 grve eternal life ? 
A, Yes, we doe fo, for as we Roy 
tnat 
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thatit is Chriſt inus, ſowe alſo know 
thc eternal life which is in him , and that 
he is ſuſficicnt to givc etcrnal life from 
his own fulneſs, unto as many as receives 
him, in che gift of his grace manifeſt 
within them. 

Q How came you4o the knowledge of - 
that foundation and principle, Which you 
ay Is Within you ? 

A. By the light which is maniſeſt from 
it, that in our hearts giycs us the light 
of the knowledge of it. 

Q. How do you know that it is a true 
lizht which gives you ſuch a knowledge? 

4. By the operation and effteQs of it, | , 

Q. How doth it operate unto Jach a 
kneWledge ? ni 

A. By the ſtrength of its powerin us,| .. 
whereby that knowledge which was 

gained through comprehending comes ,, 
co decay and dye, and a loſs comes up 
on all that which hath any way bee bet 
Fetched in by the motion of the earth 
wiſdome. ne 

Q. And doth js effett ſuch a thing i ſely 

youu © 


(59) 
yous by its operation? | 

A. Yes, it worketh effeQually in us,to 
the crucifying of chat nature which bath 
rebelled againſt God, 

Q. Doth it operate unto ſuch effefts in 
you without Fauh ? 

A. Nay, for itis the foundation and 
principle of our faith, and as our Faith 
ſtands init, weknow the operation and 
cfteQts of it by our Faith, and in this Faith 
we pleat God, becaule we belicve that 
by his power inus, heis able to ſubdue 
all things to himlelf, 

Q. HoW come you to Teeive this 
Faith? 

A. By yeilding our ſclves to the ma- 
nifeſtation of the light , whereby we 
come'to be drawn and gathered into the 
nature of it, and (o receives Faith in it as 
the gift of God. 

Q. But have you not ſame Faith in it 
before you yield your ſelves unto it? 

A. We have 2 perlwaſion Wrought in 
us, that it is of God, and (ſo yeilds our 
ſelyes unjo it as being perſwaded that 

it 
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it is truth, and by yeilding our ſelves unto 
jt,and receiving of it in its manifeſtati- 
on,we thereby come into union with ir, 
and knows it to be the author and finiſher 
of our Faith. 

Q. And doth that Faith give you aſſurauce 
of exerual life? 

A, Yes, itdoch fo, for Chriſt is the 
author of it, whcreby we are aſſured of 
his love towards us, and in the Faith 
that we have in him, we are ſure that he 
is Chriſt the ſon of the living God, and 
by this Faith we live in the aſſurance of 
ecernal life. 

N. But how may your Faith be known unto 
others to be true Faith ? 

A. By the fruits and effeQts that is ma- 
nifcſt from it, through which it may be 

known unto others to be true Faith. 

Q. #hat are thoſe fruits and effetts by which 
your Faith may ſ» be known? 

A. Love, Mercy, Mceknels, Gentle. 
neſs, Peace, Long ſuffering, Patience, 
Righteouſneſs ,. and Holinels of life , 
which is the fruit ofour Faith, by which 

others 
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others may know that itis true Faith, 
| Q, But how doe you believe unto ſalyd- 
fion? 

eA. By the Faith that we have in 
Chriſt Jeſus, our foundation and princi- 
ple, through which we know that he is 
ſalvation unto us, and do belicye that 
there is not another name given under 
hcaven by which any can be ſaved , but 
the name of Jeſus. 

Q. But u there no true Faith but what fands 
In a princople within ? 

A. There is butone true Faith, and 
that ſtands in a principle within, which 
is Chriſt, and the myltery ot it is heldin 
a pure conſcience , and this is a living 
Faith, in aliving principle, an4d all other 
Faiths are dead, 

Q. And can none have true Faith unto Sal. 
vation and life eternal , but ſuch as are of your 
opinion FP. 

*A. We are not in any opinion, bur in 
the principle of life, by which we are 
ſaved, and receives life; andin this ſtate 
we ſtand not in any opinion , but in a 

feeling 
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fecling of life and Salvation , for all opt. 
nions arc in notions and apprehenfions, 
in which none fceles the lite and Salyatt 
on in Chriſt, . but what they apprehend 
in the naturalpart, unto that they give 
up their own belief, and ſo erres from 
the life in themſelves, and neither be- 
lcives unto Salvation , nor receives lite 
etcrnal, 

Q. But do you judze all to be in the 
wunbeliefe that are not juſt as you are in all 
things? | 

A. Nay , we do not ſo, for we be. 
lieve that inevery Nation, he that fear- 
eth {50d and worketh righ:eoufnets is 
accepced of him - and we alfo bclicve 
that none can fear God and work righ- 
teouſneſs to be accepted of him, bur as 
they are in ſyme meaſure guided. by the 
principle of his light in their conſcience, 
and have ſome faich in it towards God, 
and we believe thar many in ſome ſmall 
meaſure do thus fear God, and work 
righteouſneſs, though they do not un. 
derſtand the principle; by which they arc 

drawn 
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drawn to do it, and ſach we do not 
judge to be in the unbeliefe, but have 
unity With them in that meaſure of Faith 
in which they fimply breach atrer God, 
and according to their underſtanding 
walkes in his fear, and ſeryes him in 
righteouſneſs z and though ſuch be not 
juitas we are in all things, yer being in 
any mcaſure guided by our principle to 
fear God and work righteouſneſs, we 
traly love them, and have tenderneſs 
cowards them, that in the principle they 
may grow in Faith, and beas we areiy 
all chings. 

Q. And dve you (implie att from your 
Faith, in ſfirgle love to God ? 

A. Yes, we doo, for we know that 
our Faith y:occeds from his love unto 
us, and thats the overcoming power, 
by which we are conſtra:;ned to love 
him , for he liath begotten ns ; and 
quickned us in his life , in waich nar 
Faith is kept freſh and living unto tim : 
and by the ſame we att in limplicicy ana 
fervent love towards him. 


Q. What 
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Q. What i your Faith concerning Chriſt 
in you 45 4 mediator ? | 

4. We believe that Chriſt in us, 
doth offer up himſelfe a living ſacrifice 
unto God tor us, by Which, the wrath 
and juſtice of God is appealed towards 
us, and (hat tarough the offering end (a- 
crifice of Chriſt tor us, the hand writirg 
of ordinanc:s which ſtood againſt us is 
blotted out , and a mediation wrought 
between God and us, and ſo we know 
the conſideration of Chriſt unto us, and 


his mediation with the Father for us, and fi 


this is he in whom our Faith ſtandeth as 
the one mediator between God and man, 


_ the man Chriſt Jeſus, 


Q, What ts your Faith concerning Chriſt 
#n yo, 4s an interceſcor ? | 
A, Webelicve that Chriſt in us doth 
intercecd the Fathcr in out behalfe, and 
by him we do appeale to God in all 
our dilireſſes, and we believe that all 
our breathings toward God have acceſs 
unto him through the interccſſion of 
Chriſt for us, for as he knows what we 
want 
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want, ſo he alſo knows the Fathers will, 
*nd according to our want and the Fa- 
tiers Will he makes interceſſion, through 
whole interceſſion all our breathings are 
accepted of God , and not only ſo, bur 
we have alſo boldneſs to draw nigh unto 
God, and by Chriſt,our interceſlour we 
have accels to therthrone of grace, and 
ftiades grace to help us in the time of 
our need, lſothat we are relieved in our 
diſtrefles and afflitions through Chriſt 
thatlovesus, whoby his mediationand 
interccſſion prevails with the Father for 
us, 

Qs What is your Faith concerning res 
conciliation Which God by Chriſt in 
ou ?. 


A. Webclieve,, through the oftering 


and ſacrifice of Chrilt tor us, that God 
iS ſatisfied concerning our fins ,, which in 
our alicnation was committed againſt 
him by us, for as then Chriſt bare our 
ins for us, ſo new. by the offering up 
imſelf unto God on our behalfe , our 

ſins are blotted out and done away, and 
F We 
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we throngh him are reconciled unto 


Gad, and having reconciled us, he is | 
eaſed of the ſins which he bare for us in * 


our alicnated ſtare , and fo he hath flain 
the enmity which was the wall of parti- 
tion becween God and us, whereby we 
th:t ſometimes were ſtrangers unto God, 
and enemies in our own mindes by wick- 
ed works, are now reconciled unto him 
in Chriſt, ſo that we are no more for- 
reigners and ſtrangers in the enmity, but 
through the reconciling powerof Criſt 
in 'us we are broughr nigh unto God, 
and in his Covcnant of life and peace; 
we know his pardoning mercy in the rc- 
miſſion of our (ins, 

Q. But do yo's noW believe that you'are 


now come to ſuch a fate as robe free from 
fin? 


A. We believe thar Jeſus Chriſt the 
righteous'd6rh make us free from ſin, for 
in him there is no ſin,and we being made 
free by him, we arc free indeed ; o that 
we now live by the Faith that Sin him, 
and by our Faith in him we have ob- 

tained 
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tained victory over the world, the fleſh 


# and the devil, and in thc victory we are 


freed a1d walkes with Chriſt in the glo» 
rious liberty of the Dons of God, 

Q. But do you believe that you are ſo 
freed from ſin as not to commu ſin While 
you remain in the body, or that there cars . 
be ſuch a perſett ſtate attained in this 
be? 

A. We bclievc that with God all 
things are poſſible, and we alſo bcijeve 
that whoſoever are born of God doth 
not commit (in,but is perfcCt as the hea- 
ven!y Father is pertc& , wheſe children 
they are ; and we belicve that ſuch a 
ſtate is 5trainable in this life, whileſt in 
tic body. 


Q. But # at ſo with you at all times as 
hat fin hath no power over yore ? 

A. There is a ſtate whileit the birth- 
is in travail, as that temptations may at 
ſamerimes preyaile ; for in that ſtate 
he birth is not come into full {trength 
through the growth of Faith, and fo 
may fin through weakneſs, but whereit 
T 9 \s 
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is ſo, there is 4 cry goes unto God tobe 
delivered , and though there may be 
ſaci an over comming in wcaknels as 
that ſin may have ſome power, yet that 
which ctyes to God inthe ſence of ſin, 
it hath an advocate with the Father, e- 
ven Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, and heis 
the propitiation by whom the atcone- 
ment is made, and through whom the 
ſin is pardoned and remitted, and ſothe 
birth grows ſtronger in the Faith, and 
goes on from one degrec to another, 
until it be made perfe@ in Chriſt Je. 
Jus, 

Q. But doe you believe that ſuch of you 
4s are grown into ſuch frength, as to have 
wvittory over the world, the fleſh, and the 
devil , are not lyable to temptations , and 
z/5ar the motions of the flesh doe not ſome- 
times move and flir in you to commit 
ſin. 

A. Yes, we find that daily, but we 
conquer over them through him thar 
loves us, fo that when temptations arc 
proffered, we reſiſt them in the power of 

Chritt 


& 


— BS LS WO mama oo = ow Tc oa oo oo cc coca 


Lene! 
a. 


ft 


(69) 

Chriſt,and when the motions of the fleſh 
doe move or (tir unto fin, we ſubdue 
them and keep them under , and by our 
Faith in Chriſt we have victory over 
them, and though ſuch temprations and 
motions may be ſticring as alive in them- 
ſelves, yet untous they areall dead, and 
we are dead unto them ; and though 
they may tempt us, yetthey prevaile 
nor, for by Chriſt we are preſcrycd in 
thc hour of temptation , and the wicked 
one toucheth vs not, and thus we are 
kept by the mighty power of God, 
through Faith unto Salvation , and 
knows Chriſt in us to reign over in, 
which ſometimes hath reigned over us, 
and in the dominion of his lite we are 
conquerors in viqory , and fo our per- 
fetion is in Chriſt in whom there is no 
ſin, and we know that he is the finiſher 
of fin, andthe bringer in of everlaſting 
righteouſneſs unto us, and in bis righte- 
ouſneſs and holy life, we live to the glo- 
ry ofthe Father. 

Q. But if all theſe things be done for 
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you by Chriſt within you , then what a» 
you believe concerning that great work 
which by the death of Chriſt was accom- 


pliſhed on the Croſs in time paſt according | 


zo the Scriptures, or doth not this your 
Faith concerning ſuch things done for you 


by Chriſt in you , make woid his dcath 


wpon the Croſs , and the brnefits Which is 
ro be received thereby ? 

A. We believe that all things whici 
are ſpoken by the holy Prophers and A- 
poſtics concerning Chriſt, are true ac- 
cording to the Scriptures: & we believe 
that all tne diſpenſations of God which 
are maniſeſted by the Scriptures are al- 
rogether cruc, and that they were all ful- 
filled according to tte dererminace will 
and councell of God , {o that our Faith 
concerning Chriittinus, andthe work 
which he there w.-rkch for us, doth not 
at all mike void any of the diſpenfati- 
ons of God, which in times paſt was 
rev-aled une his holy Prophets and A- 
poſtie:, 7 by them teſtified in the 
Pi, 1.5; © hat the work which the 
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Father then gave unto the Son to do: 
we bclicve that he fulfilled and finiſhed 
according to the Fathers will , and that 
all things partaining to life and ſalyation 
was fully and perfeQly in him , and that 
he humbled himſcl: ro the death of the 
Croſs; and from death did rife again : 
and we belicye that he is the reſurreQis» 
on and the life , and gives eternal liic to 
all that belieyc in him but that any do 
bclieve in him as he is Chrilt, who are 
diſpiſers of his light and lite in them, 
tat is not our Faith , for as we know 
him in us, and ſo have our Faith in him; 
we likewiſe know the dispenlation of 
God in timcs paſt » and che end of their 
mani'citation , and the time of their fi- 
niſbing, and the Scriprurcs arc fulfilled 
in us who live in the Faith of Cariſt, and 
walkes inhis »pirit : and wealſo know 
and believe that he is the C:me Chriſt in 
us, which in diſpenſations paſt did ume 
ble himſelf to rhe Croſs, and doth per- 
fe nis work iz ns according to the de» 
terminate councell and will of the Fa. 
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ther, ſo that our Faith concerning Chriſt ? 


inus, doth not at all make yoid what | 
he hath done or wrought in times paſt, þ 
but doth fully & perfetly eſtabliſh it as a | 


true diſpenſation, & by our Faith inChriſt 


we know ina good underſtanding , the | 


things that arc- paſt, preſent, ana tv 


come , and that Chriſt is yeſterday , ro } ; 
day, and the fame for ever , and of his | 
life, nature, and being there is neither | 


variableneſs nor changing , but an endur- 
ing{ubſtance of immortality, who is glo. 


ritzed with the Facher in the ſame glory | 


that he had with him before the world 
began, wno through evcry diſpenſation 
hath manifelted his glory , and in this 
diſpentation of his light and life he is 
come unto us , and we know him tobe 
the firſt and rhe laſt, the beginning and 
the ending, for him hath God the Fa- 
rher ſealed , and in him our Faith ftands 
ſtedfaſt. 

Q. And have you fach fatth in God, 


and love unto him , as that you havere- 


L 


: 


(PE 
hi 


fect wnto all his commands and 10 4n- pc 
[wer | 


riſt 3 {wer him in all things according to bis 
hat ” ill ? 


2 


alt, A. Yes, our faith is ſuch in him, and 
$A y Our love unto him , as that we have re- 
riſt | ſpe unto all his commands ; for as he 
the Þ hath loved us and given Chriſt for us, 
to 3 even fois our love begotten unto him, 
ro} and in his love unto us, Which is the 
his | ground of our love unto him - we inthe 
1er | lame are made wiling to cun the way of 
ir |} all his commands , according to his will, 
lo- | and they are not grievous unto us, 

ry 2. BntWhether, do younot acpend up- 
rid | 02 the things you do for life and /alva- 
10N | /#07 ? 

his | Nay, wedorot fo, for we have life 
» iS | before we have motion to att or do any 
be | thing that is pleaſing unto God, and in 

znd |the life we have falyation, and (os life 

Fa- |and ſalvation is freely given us of God, 

1ds [and by his grace we are ſaved, through - 
our faith which wchave in him, and that 

od, [puts us upon motion and attion todo 

re |his will inall things, and yet not to de- 

4x- /pend upon what we do for life, butto 

per | anſwer 


(74) 
anſwer his will in all faithfulneſs, becauſe 
he hath given us life ; 4nd ſo we do not 
a& or do anything for life , buc-do all 


things which he commands us from the | 


motion of his life , ana this is life before 


action, Which moves us to ation, and | 


not ation before life , thereby ro attain 
life; and fo we are his workmanſhip cre. 
ared in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, 
which God hath bcfore ordained thax 
we ſhould walk inthem , and this is or. 
diined of God to be the truit of our 
life and faith, and in theſe good works 
we walk to his glory, an depends upon 
him alone for the renewing of our 
ſtrengta ro continue in chem unto the 
end, 

Q. But how do you manifeſt your good 
Works Which you ſay are ordained of God 
for you to walk tn ? 

A. By our faith we manifeſt them, and 
the manitcſtation doth clearly demon= 
ſtrate the nature and root to bc of God, 
in which they are created , 2nd 'he na- 
zure and root in which they are created 

being 
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being of God, they mult needs be good, 
and to they are good works as being of 
God , and of God ordained that we 
ſhould walk in them , and that of God 
in cvery conlcience bears witnets ro the 
ſame, ſo that we know all our works to 
be wrought by him in us andforus, and 
we do walk in them who are born of 
him, and he alone hath che glory, though 
the natural man perceiverh nor from 
whence they are , nor whither they 
g0, 
Q. And is it your faith and love to- 
Wards God that makes you ſuch a Willtn 

people to ſerve God, and to ds his will? 

4. Yes, it is ſo, for the day of his po'y- 
er hath overcome us, and therein he hath 
begotten us unto a lively hope by the 

elutretion of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, 

and in him our faith and love is encreas. 
ed and ſtrengthen2d to run without 
wearine(s, for in his life we have moti. 
on and ation, whereby we are willing- 
ly diſpoſed to ſerve him, and to do his 
wlll, 


Q. Bux 


— 


- 


— 
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Q: But how do youknow all theſe things you £ 


aft and d>, are the commands of God , and ac-  j 


cording to his will ? 


A. By the word of his power in us, 
through which we are made (enſible of 
all his co:mmands unto us, for as we are 


born of him, fo we know his voice, and © 
by his word we are inſftruted in his com- | 


mands, and rhereby putupon motion to } 
at and do them , and in our duty he | 


gives us his peace, by which we know | 
that all thoſe things which we a@ and 


do, arc his commands unto us, and ac- 
cordiug to his will, 

Q But are you ſo, conſtrained through 
your faith aud love towards Ciod , as to 
anſwer him in all things that he — 


A. Yes, forif we ſhoulii iay we love 
him,and do not keep his commands, we 
ſhould be lyers ; but wedo ſo lovehim, 
and our faith is ſo ſtedfaft in him , as that 
we arc thereby conſtrained to keep his 
commands in all things, for it is natural 


unto his own birth to delight to do his | 


will, 


(77) . 
® will, and to do whatſoever he command- 
0% eth, and hereby we know that his love 
c- > is pertefted in us, and our faith and love 


i5 ſingle untohim; and as his good will 


15, YiS manifeſted unto us, evea fo is our 
of Fhearts dilpoſed in good will towards ail 
zwremen. 


* 2. What good will have you to ſuch as 

m- £70u# juagze and condemn , becauſe they are 

to 1708 like-minded With you ? 

| <4. Much every way, for that which 
ow Iwc judge and condemn in any, is oaly 
ind Jthat ſpirit which wrongsthem , by which 
our good will is maniteſted unio that 

which ſuffers wrong,and this is our judg- 
ent according to truth; and knowing 
hat the judgment of the Lord is accor- 
ing to truth, and having fclt it ſo in on 
elves, through the condemnation of lin 
ove jn the fleſh, we judge ſin in the ficſhin 
,we whomſoever it reigns, that ſin inthe ficlhi 
im , may be condemned , and they in the 
chat Jpirit may be juſtified ; and herein we 
| his ſaanifeſt the univerſal love of God to 
tural þe ſhed abroad in our hearts, in which 
> his | our 


will, 


if to 
auds 


a. em 
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our good will extendeth unto all men. 


Q. And is that the lowe with Which you ; 


love your enemics ? 


A. Yes,for as God hath pity upon us | 


in the 'day of our alienation from him, 
and followed us with many tender viſi- 
tations, and alſo many righteous judg. 
ments ; even ſo we know that he would 
not hayca finnerto periſh, and in this 


love we labour for the good of all peo. | 


ple ; and it is the greateſt manitcſtati. 
on of love to an encmy when his deſtru. 
ion is not ſought, but rather a conde- 
*cendingto recover him out of the ſtate 
of his enmity , into a ſtate of reconcilia- 
tion and peace; and we know that there 
is none thar are cnemies unto us, but they 
arcenemics unto God , and crucifies his 
life in themſelves , and thcrefore our 
love is in pity towards them , though 


, they be caemies unto us, knowing that 


they cannot have peace with God whilſt 
in that ſtare they remain. 


Q. And are you fo aiſpiſed towards 


your enemies as that you cannot ſeth ye. 
vVenge | 
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* revenge When they do you wrong ? 
s © A. Yes, that isthe diſpoſition of our 
© nature, not toſeck revenge, though we 
z do ſuffer wrong ; for the revenging na- 
ture is in the fall, in which people are 


1- Fenemies unto God, andone to another; 
z- Zbut itis nor ſo with us whom God bath 
d gredeemed , for though we may have ma- 


zny enemies, yet weare not encmics un” 
toany, thoughin the power of God by 
which we are redeemed, we do bart... 
ſtimony againſt the evil ard the lin, and 
that ſpirit in us doth not (eek atter re. 
venge, butin all long ſuff-.ring and pa- 
tiencc we Þcar the enmity of our cne- 
ics, and watts to fee their convnertion 
ur of the enmity , whereby our good 
Il is manifeſted in love -to their 
ouls, 
LD. But are you not the cal: of the ſuf 
erings tht comes upon you , «5 being con- 
rarie minded unto all other people, and fa 
re enemies to your ſelves ? 

A. Nay, the cauſe of our ſufferings 
renot from our ſ(elyes, bur from thar 


ge ſpirit 


| (80) 
ſpirit which cannot bear our teſtimony 


which God bath given us, which teſti- | 


mony being contrary unto the aings 
and workings of the ſpirit of darkneſs, 
it provokes che mindes of ſuch in whom 
it ruleth toenmity againſt us , and that 


is the ground why ſuftcrings comcs upon | 


" as, andwe are clear for being enemics 
unto our (elves init, as having our faith 
and love towards God in thoſe things, 
for waich we ſuffer. 

. But Why can you not be conformable 
unto thoſe things Which other people ob- 
ſerve and pradtice outward/ie , and yet 
| keep your Faith and love towards God 
inwardly , and fo have your Faith to jour 
ſelves ? = : 

A.Becauſe we darc not deny, or own 
that outwardly which God doth mani- 
feſt to us inwardly, either to be truth , 
or out of the truth , for ſo we ſhould de- 
ny our faith and love towards him every 
way ; and it is not poſſible that any 
ſhould keep Faith, and love to God in- 


wardly , and conforme to any praftice 
out- 


mani 


($1) | 
outwardly which is contrary to their in- 


© ward principle , for as the body with« 


out the Spiritis dead , ſo Faith without 
works is deadalſo , and they that have 
Faith to themſelves in the power of God, 
they alſo have Faith in him to ſerve him 
in works of truth and rightcouſneſs, and 
ſo we ſhew our Faith by our works, for 


I the Spirit of Faith bcing lived in as the 
I inward. principle, the body is dispoſed 


by its motions, and it doth never dispole 
the body to conform unto any outward 
thing which is contrary toits own na- 
ture, ſo that the body is not to a@ the 
ſpirit, ' but the ſpirit is to at and govern 
the body, and where itisſo , both the 
inward and the outward agrees in one, 
and there is faith inwardly and good 
works outwardly, and we have a good 
evidence of the ſpirit in our ſelves that 
ſoit is with us, whereby we are preler- 
ved upon our foundation inwardly, and 
for joyning with any praQtice that is con- 
trary to it outwardly, and here our bo- 
dycs are alive unto God in his ſpirit, and 

G are 


are ated and ordered by the power of ' { 
it according to his will, and where it [7 - 
* C 


is not ſo, there js not the ſence of the ſpi- 7 
rit in the body, and ſoa dead body & b 
which others may move and order in 
their own way. 
Q. ell, but demonſtrate in ſome par- | 
ticulars your Non-conformity, as firſt, why || c( 
* you cannot conf:rm to the Diſcipline of the | O! 
Church of England; 4s it « now eſtabliſhed } in 
outwardly ? | cc 
4, Becauſe we do not find that it is } fo 
eſtabliſhed upon our foundation and | fai 
principle inwardly, and therefore we {th 
cannot have faith in it, nox love to wards | ob 
itz andif we ſhould conform to it out= | m( 
wardly, contrary to- the inward princr | inv 
ple of our faith , weſhould commit fin, | anc 
for that which is not of faith, is fin; and if | on: 
we ſhould doſo , we ſhould commit a | wh 
great evil, and our faith and love unto jcul: 
God would be loſt, and therefore it is} 
why we cannot conform to the Way |a? a 
and Worlhip now obſerved according] - 


to that Diſcipline or order , becauſe the|war 
ſpiric 


9 


- i 


Y 


ſpirit of God, by which our bodies are 
alive to God , doth not ſo order and 
diſpoſe us, and we dare not order our 
bodics in our own choice,forif we cou'd 
do lo, and rot fin againft God, we ſhould 
rather chuſe ro conform then ſuffer, bur 
we know, that if we ſhould dofo, ve 


{ could not keep our conſciences void of 
3 offence towards God ( though we might 
in ſodoingp'caſe many men ) bur ſhould 


come under his rcbuke and correction 


{ for rran+«greſſion ; and lo in our ſingle 


faith ani love towards God, we ſtand in 
the will of God, and care not move to 
obſerye anv thing outwardly, but as the 
motion of his power nd life diſpoſes us 
inwardly, in which we have true peace 
and fatisfattion in our greateſt tribulati- 
ons, and hcreby it may be underſtood 
why we cannot conform in this parti- 

cular, 
Q. And why i it that you cannot ſwear 

at a'l ? 
A. Becauſe it is contrary to our 1n- 
ward principle, and our principle bzing 
G 2 the 
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the truth it ſelf, we know that as we | 


are aCted and diſpoſed by its motion , 


that all our words, promiſes and en. | 
gagements arc ſure and ſtedfaſt , for | 
they are firmly eitabliſhed in our prin- | 
ciplc and therefore we dare not ſwear | 


atall, knowing our ycais yea , and our 
nay is nay, in | 1 ſure and ({cdfaft princi- 


ple that changes not, and our faith and | 


Jovetowards Gods in our principle, and 


if we ſhould ſwear at all, we ſhould de- | 
ny our principle , which is Chrilt the | 


truth, who commands us not ſwear at 
all, and our faith ſtanding in him, and 
our love being towards him, wearecon- 
{trained to keep his command, becauſe 
we know that all his commands are ac - 
cording to truth , and we believe that 
if we ſhould ſwear at all, we fhould go 
into transgreſſion , and fall under con- 
demnation, and then we ſhould looſe the 


anſwer of a good Conſcience, and pcacef 


with God, which is of more value untc 


us., then the higheſt fayours in the[ 


Q. Bail 


| world, 
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© * Q,. Bnt doth your faith and love, which 
» It youu ſay us towards God, lead you wholly 
© #nto oppoſition to the ordinances of men, 
I who are to rule and govern N ations and 
Kingdoms ? 

A. Nay, our faith and loye towards 
God makes us to be ſubjeQ to the Or= 
3 dinances of men tor the Lords fake, and 
1 wedonot despile Goverament outward- 
q ly , but do believe that actual ſubjeAi- 
| on ought to be given in all things that 
pertain to the preſervation and well- 


it, ad for this cauſe pay we Tribute, 
and Cuſtome, and that not only for fear, 
but for Conſcience ſake , whereby our 
--| aQual ſubjeftion is manifeſted and our 
at} Conſciences kept void of offence to. 
of wards God and mcn; for as we know 
n-j that our inward principle js juſt and 
ic} righteous in it ſclt, ſo we believethat 
ce} every power in outward Government 
(cf thar rules in Juſtice and Righteousneſſe 
1e} between man and man is to be owned 
| and ſubmitredunto, and not in any wile 
ail G 3; | r0 


being of ſuch as are under the power of 


| 
| 


| 
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to be reſiſted or denyed ; and this is | 


ſomething of our faith concerning this 


particular , whereby ir may Ippear that | 


we are not wholiy in oppoſition to the | 


Ordinances of men, as they 24 in Juſtice 


and Rightcoulſncls for the well being one | 


of another, which is the main end of all 
outward Goverament, 

Bret do you nit belirve that you 
ought tn all things to be aftually ſ«bje ft 
according to the inſt:tutions of Laws Which 
ere inbing ? 

A, Nay, that is not cur Faith, for 
Where any Law conceras out Conlcien- 
cc$, and that contrary ro cur inward 
principle, in rhat caſe we dafe not be 
attu:lly ſubje; for as our principle 1s 
the greateſt in power, and (0 it is mo!t 
worthy of our 1b cfion, and our faith 
and love conſtrains us o to do; and 
where any outward Law, lyes againft 
our inward principle, as to chings PCr- 


taining to cur Conſcieaces, we in thatf 


caſe are paſliye, and pitiemly ſuffers un- 
der is, 2nd {o we bclieye and are ſure, 


that | 


. ITY 


_—_ 


— 
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that the exerciſe of our Conſciences, in 
matters of Worſhip and Religion, is to 
ſtand ſingle unto God alone, and notto 
be rel{trained or limited by any Ordinance 


8 of men, 


9. Why can you not give reſpett and 


| honour #Wntlo per ns that are tn power 


and Government, according t0 the Cuſtoms 
Which are uſed? 

A. Becauſe ir is againſt our faith to 
reſpe&t perions according to cutomes, 
for we have not the faith our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt in reſpe& of perſons; and yet 
we give honour and reſpeQ to all men 
unto whom it is duc, but the Hat and 
Kneeis a beggarly honour, and not wor- 
thy to be cither given or received for 
honour, being far below the honour 
that comes from above, and we being 
born of the Royal ſeed of God, we can- 
not give honour to any thing below it; 
and all the cuſtoms that are in being, 
and giyen, and received for honour a- 
mong{t men, they are all below the Roy. | 
all ſeed, and tie birth born of the ſeed 

G 4 ca 
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can neither give nor receive ſuch honor: 
and this is our faith in this particular, 
That we are to honour God, and all 
men in the Lord, but Cuſtoms and Ob. ' 
ſervations , with the Hat and Knee, we | 
beliexe and are ſure that God doth not ' 


require us to give respeftor honour unta | 


any perſon atter that manner; and by | 
Our faith we live in our principle , and 
we know. that there is no honour duc 


unto any man , but as he hath ſome uni- | 


on With tae light and power of Godin 
himſelf, which is the principle unto 
which all honour bclongs, and unto 
ſuch we can give honour with our hearts, 


though our Hats remain in thcic place of 
{ervice , and our. bodies ſtand without 
moving, and this is the honour which 
we do give unto whom it belongs, and 
it is the honour from above, and nat from 
below. 

.Q, And Why « it that you are ſo con- 
grarie minded unto all other prople, both 
in your behaviour and language , ſeeing 
there is none beſides you that behaves [rm 
elves 


,% 


.- ie. a 


— dh. 
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ſelves after ſuch a manner , and you being 
ſo contrary wnto all provle in your beha- 
viour and languaze , it makes you ridicu- 
lous inth:ir eye, and to become a reproach 
tn your generation ? » 

A. ihercaſon way weare contrary 
minded unto ajl other people in ſuch 
things, is this; we being come unto 
Chrilt the light, life and truch , weare 
come to a principle which differs trom 
other people, and as weare regenerated 
and: born again of incorruptible ſ{ced, 
we arenot ofthe ſame minae as other 
people are, nor as we our fclves ſome. 
times have been when we lived in tac 


| vanities of our mindes, and as our change 


is wrought by the power of Go, fo 1s 


| the Opirit of our minds renewed unto 
| God, and our behaviour and language 


is from that which is pure in it ſelf, and 


' aSis the root 1o are the branches,and in 


this lyes the difference between us and 
other people, which is the cauſe that 
makes us ridiculous in their eye , not 
that our behaviour and language are [0 

in 
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in themſclves; bur proceeding from a | 


plain, ſi1mplc , hoacit mind in us accord- 


ing to truth and righteousneſs : the hea- | 
dy and kigh minded looks upon tiem as | 
ridiculous becauſe contemptible in | 


their eye., ard {o ſpeaks reproa-hfully 


4nd ſcornfuily of us, (for our bchaviour | 


a11 linguage is from another pri »ciple 


£122 oth.r pcoplis are and ifit was not 


10, we thould be asmuch «(ſtcemed ard 
re{p:Fed among them, as when we 
were one Wih chem in behayiour und 
lavguage » which now being made to 
Giffter in our principle , and ro appear 
contrary unto them, their reproach and 
ſcorn falls upoa us asa ridiculous people, 
bur we know it is better with us, now 
that we endure ſuch reproaches b:cauſe 
of our difference, thcn in thetime when 
we lived inthe. pleaſure of fin, and had 
reſpe&t and eltecm, andnot reproach and 
ſcorn, 

2. But is there not ſome which hold an 
 #nrward principle as you do , and yet do 
\- er behave themfelvis afier yowr __—_ 

al 
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ns 
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but can obſerve the things that are in tn- 


* Home both tn behawious and langunge ? 


i, There may be ſome tnch, but 
they are not upon our foundation, and 
though they may hold an inward prin. 
ciple, yct they are not of us, for we 
know that the birth of the ich hath an 
In yard priti.iple, andrthat will allow the 
liberty in bcaaviour and languige ac- 
cording to the cuſtomes uſed; bur we 
{ay that ſach an inward principle that 
doth allow (ſuch an outward practice 
is not of God, tu: of the fleſh, which 
aniwers the nature and will of the fleſh, 
in behaviour and languige, and we car- 
not follow ſuch 3s our ex unples, though 
trcy may hold an inward prirCiple , but 
are made to differ from them both in 
root and branch ; for we believe and 
are ſure that the Son of God is come un» 
to us, and hath given us an underſtand- 
ing to know him that is true, and we are 
in himthat is crue, and being in him thar 
is true, we know our behaviour and lan- 


guage 1s according totruth, and fo we | 
know/ 
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know that all our works are wrought in 
God, and by Faith in him we ſtand, 


and unto him alone givcs glory for e- | 


vcr, 


Oy + But how may people come tobe ſa- 
tisfied, that it isſo With you as you ſay, | 


more then with others, Who may ſay as 
much for themſelves in thiur way as you 
do in yours ? 

A. There is no other way for any peo- 
ple to be ſatiſned in this matter, but by 
raking heed to the principle of God in 
themſclyes, for as we arc born of God, 
there is none can know us as to be ſa- 
tisfied conceraing us, Cither in principle 
or practice, but as thcy come to the ſame 
principle in whici we are; for if people 
will onely reaſon abour things that differ 


*they may weary themſclyes and yet ne, 


ver be fatiffied, for we doc not onely ſay 
that ſoit is with us, and ſo prels it upon 0+ 
thers to believe it, barely from our ſay- 
ings, but we preſsali people to ajoyning 
with the light and power of Chriſt with- 


.- in them, andif chey come unto that, then 


we 
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we know that we ſhall be manifeſt in 
their conſciences , and be known where 
weare, ando it is not what we or any 
others may ſay in our own caſe, that can 
give true ſatisfaction to any cenquirer; 
but what the witneſs of God in the con- 
ſciencc laith : for if that do not ſeal to 
what is ſaid , there is not any thing thar 
is ſaid, which can clearly evidence the 
mattet in qucſtion , and if we be ror 
found by the witneſs of God to be as 
welay, then letus not be believed , bur 
it we be fo, then people may be ſatis. 
fied that we are not only ſayers , but alſo 
doers; and if we cannot be belicved by 
our ſayings , being others may lay as 
much as we in their own caſe, yetler 
us be believed for our works ſake, 
which from our principle is manifeſt to 
be of God , whereby we are diltin- 
guiſhed from all fair ſayers, who may 
have many good words, but not in the 
life , and ſo are fruitleſs in good works, 
and the witneſs of God will never an- 


{wer with a ſcal unto their ſayings, 
| though 


though they may (peak never fo faire, 
but we know that wio'o:rver doth the 
Fathers will, ſhi] peilctly underſtand 
our principle, doctrine and works, by 


which they may come to bc tatisfhed | 
that we do no: ſpcak of cur (elves, nor | 


a of our ſelves, but in the eternal mo. 


tion of the power and life of Chriſt, who | 
is our fouudtion and principle ; and | 


they that would be fatished concerning 


us any Way , they muſt finde us and | 


know us in thc principle of life where 
we arc , and not in tacir ow: reaſon 
where we arc not, foritisnot poſſible to 
finde a man whcre he is not, or to know 
him untill he be fonnd and beheld in the 
place where he moveth,, and (o let none 
reaſon :bour us, for there they can ne- 
ver know u+ or come unto us, bur let all 
fcel to that of God in them and be 
faithſull 16 jt, and then they will = 
ſay, the Puakers Achigion is but young i 
y Cars, or jat cly come up, and we L- 
themnot, nor what their new dodrine 
means , by which pcopic comes mn 
© 
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fo altcred and changed; but they will 
know and underſtand, that our life is hid 
wich Chriſt in God, andr1at his life ap. 
pears in us, and we init, and ſo be put 
out of all doubts and quc-ſtions in the 
realonings Concerning us; and receive 
ſarisfation in all thi:os rhac peccazin un- 
tO us, itt ifc and GodlineS, in Waich our 
Religion is pure, holy and uadefiled , 
and was bctore unioline(s ot uarightc- 
oulnels was ; and w:ll remain in its 
pvrity wack years ſhill paſs away and 
be 60 more, and this is the meaning of 
our dodrin, to bring, peopleto the eycr— 
laſting word of God in themſe:ves, that 
they ray come into reit and pcace in 
the purc Religion, whece God is known 
in his loves grace, and riches of mer- 
CY. 
Q. 1f your Faith give you ſuch aſſurence 
of your principle and Religion 10 be true 
and right, then Why cannot you a: fend it 


by force, and /o free your ſelvis from that 


ontWard bondage Which you [1 ffer for your 
Religion ? 


A. Our 


| (96) | 

A, Our Faith doth give us ſuch an Z þ 
aflurance, but yet we cangot ſtrive with * |, 
our oppolers and oppreſlours, nor any |? x, 
way by torce of carnal weapons ſeek to q CC 
detend it, for we know that it is ſuſficient 2 1; 
to defend it (elf, & alſo to defend us thar © 
live in it, and our weapons are Spiritual * zh 

and not carnal, & we tight the good fight |! 
of Faith in the power of the Prince of | 
peace, and ſo we war againſt fin, but 
tollowes peace with all men, and can be 
ready jn every office of love to doe 
good to our greateſt cnemies, and here. 
in we have becn ſufficiently proved ro 
be a peaccable p-op!e under every power 
by which we have or doe ſuffer, and ſtry 
we have never rcſiited, nor ſought re- | kn 
venge uponany , butin all things com: his a 
mits our cauſc unto Ged, in whoſe ſight Þ as 
we ſtand approved , and he knows ſhin 
that as we arcin words or appearance, fcot 
evcn {o we arc the ſame in heart, and un- Þbut 
to his judgement and tryall we appeale [we 
int our innocencyv, and the principle of ſme 
his |we 


(97) 
7 his life in every one doth bezr wit-eſs 
* for us, andall that hearken unto it, will 
Z receive a true evidence in themſelves 
Z concerning our innocent and peaceable 
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r : Q. And doe you refer your tryai in all 
ll * thirgs to your own principle in others, 
It |} Which you ſay is ChriB, the lizhi, and life, 
f 1 and Witneſs of God. 

4. Yes, we doo, for as we know 
that all judgement in heaven and earth 
is commicrted unto Chriſt, ſo we know 
that there is not another that can truly 
try or judge of us beſides him » and 
therefore we have boldneſle to refer our 
tryal in all things unto him alone as 
e- [knowing that his tryal and judgement 
1- [is according to truth in every man, and 
18 Fas our Faith is in him, and our loye unto 
'S Fhim , ſo we know that he will not 
e, condemn the works of his own hands, 
n- [but juſtifie the fruit of his own life, po- 
le Þwer and virtue, and his tryal and judge- 
of fment will clearly evidence for us, that 
is [We are his, and not our oWn. 

H Confeſſion, 


(93) 

Confeſſion. 1t may now be perceived,” | 
that you do not hold or maintain the 1 
things that you ds to be from your ſelves, 
or in your 6Wn Wills but from Chriſt the; 
foundation and principle. 

A. Yes, it is plainly fo, for of our? 
ſelves we can do nothing, but through? r 
Chriſt, in whom we have our ſtrength, 7 L 
we arc ablc to do all things ; ſo that}] C 
our ſufficiency is in him alone, and byſi G 
his power in us, all our good works arcſy ar 
wrought for us, and unto him they all d; 
return, that he in all things may have] p« 
the preheminence , and the glory forf} E 
ever, 7 O\ 

Reſolv:d. It being ſo, there is no good} ec 
ground why you ſhould be called in que-j th 
ſtion, or any way ſuffer ſor your Faith] gi, 
and Religion, ſecing that what you dof ſo 
is from the power of Chriſt, and his} ab 
works arc not to be denyed by any, norff yo 
you to ſuffer in any caſe for the faith you 
have in him, and the love you have tof 
him ; and ſeeing that you deny yourf 
ſelyes in what yon do ( which many 
| hitherto| 


| (99) | 


4," hitherto have thought you did not) and 

he that you are willing to be tryed and 

& Judged according to the Judgment of 

truth in Chriſt, you ought not in any 

2 wiſe to ſuffer by any other Tryal or Judg- 

# ment whatever, and all ſober, modc- 

>h; rate people may be well ſatisfied with this 

h, Demonſtration, that your principle is of 

ati} God, and that your faithand love is unto 

dy} God, and your good will unto all men, 

cf and none need not any farther ſtand in 

all doubt of the truth ofir, but may be ſully 

veſt perſwaded that you have Salvation and 

orf} Eternal life by Jeſus Chriſt, which may | 
overcome all that are yet contrary mind- 

>dÞj ed unto you, tojoyn with your principle, _ 

e-|| that they may be of your Faith. and Reli- 

thf gion, who are a people that loves God 

dof ſo (ingly, and lives amonglt men fo peace- 

ws} ably, which indeed doth clearly manifeſt 

orÞj} your principle and Religion to be of God. 


to W. S. 
__ THE END. 
0 H 2 P | 
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(G4 manifeftation of Prayer in For- 
mality , and Prayer in the Spirit of 
God, 


T hath been a common Obſervation 

througa Agcs and Generations,to Per- 
torm ſomcthing as a duty unto God by 
Way of Pcaver, & this common obſerya- 
tion hath deſcended from one Generation 
to another {/ ever ſince the Apoſtacy en- 
tred ) in a cuſtomary and formal way, 
ſtill obſerving tne practice i in words, and 
continuing the ſame as a duty unto God 
in theſlame manner and {orm, not at all 
regarding or conlidering the preſent 
want or neceſſity of the preſent Age or 
Generation, nor the preſent ſtates and 
conditions of particular people, but pray. 
ing in the /ame Words, andin the ſame 
Former, from time to time, and from ge= 
neration to generation, and ſo it lows, 
aS a natural ſtream in a common and 
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cuſtomary praftice, from one generati, 
on to another : and hence it is that peo» 
ple continue asking bur do not receive, 
becanſe they ask amiſs, not feeling the 
Spirit that makes interccilion. And fo 
the Phariſees made long praycrs, but re> 
ccived the greater damnation, becaule 
they prayed not in tac Spirit, but in the 
cuſtomary formality , which by the Spi- 
rit was condemned. Aad it 1s very fad 
that people ſhould all their life-time be 
complaining and asking, and never come 
to reccive latisfaftion: And this is the 
commoa way of Prayer in this preſent } 
generation, who haye many prayersin 
form.:d words, and With their mouths 
do often repeat them, and in the forma- 
lity make a praQtiſe of them, and ſo at 
ſet-times, and in ſet-prayers, ſpend away 
their dayes, but feel not the Lord nor 
his goodneſs. And this common way of 
Prayer, now uſed in the common Wor. 
ſhip, never brings people to obtain, but 
keeps them alwayes asking; where, in 
aaſlwer to the Commandments, they pray 1 
H 3 on 


on this wiſe, Lord have mercy upon w, 
and encline our hearts to keep this Lew, P 
and Write all theſe thy Laws in our hearts, \ Ii 
Þ: b:ſcech thee. Now, if they would en. ©: ft 
cline their hearts to the Spirit of God a 
in themſelyes, and obey it, then the Spi- | M 
rit would encline thcir hearts to keep © tl 
God's Law, and the Spirit would write | 2 
his Law in their hcarts, and pur it into J li 
thcir inward -parts, and it would kcep | 
them thatthey would not depart from 
ic, 21d therethcy would fecl Gods mer- 
cies, and ſo cometo receive an anſwer 
of th:ir Prayers: For when the heart of 
man doth not encline to the Spirit of 
God, itis in rebellion againſt him, and 
God doth not ſhew mercy co the rebel- | 
tous; and (o people paſs over their time 
in words, but wait the hfe which ſhould 
do them good; and when they come 
to finiſh their dayes, their hearts are as 
far off trom Gods Law, as the firſt day 
when they began topray, That he would 
encline their hearts to keep it, and they 
have :.0 aſſurance that God will ſhew | | 

them 
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&, © them mercy , though they have been 
p, Praying in words all their life time, And 
s, + likewiſe in anſwer to the Leitany, where 
n. ©; they pray after this manner, Good Lord 
d © deliver ws: And, Webeſeech thee to hear 
i. | us good Lord, And this is the (amc in 
-p © their latter dayes, as in the beginning ; 
te © and itis manifeſt that they are not de- 
7 livered from thoſe things as in words 


0 
p 7 they pray to be delivercd from, nor are 
n ©} not heard in thoſs things which they 
r. {| beſeech the Lord to hear them in, and 
-r | ſo they ſpend cheir daycs in obſerving a 
}Ff | cuſtomary formality, and never come 
}{f Ito any aſſurance that they are delivered, 


or that their requeſts are heard and an« 
(wered. Andagain, inthat which they 
call the Creed, they confeſs they believe 
inGod; now they that believe in God, 
their hearts are enclined to keep his Law, 
and he ſhews them mercy , and hears 
them, and delivers them, for they that 
belicve in God, they do bis will, and if 
any man do his will, him he heareth, 
And then again they confeſs, Thas they 

H 4 are 
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are miſerable ſinners, and do theſe things 
they ought not to do : And iflfo, then not | 


Believers ; for they that belicyein Chriſt 
| arc not miſerable ſinners,neither do thoſe 
things they ought not ro do, but by be. " 
tieving in Chriſt they are ſaved, and he 
takes away their fin that makes them *! 


miſerable, and ſets them free from their © 3 
miſery, and they do thoſe things that | 


are we<ll. plealing in his ſight; for they 
that truly believe in Chriſt, they do not 
only confefs their ſins, but alſo forſake 
them, and fo find mercy with the Lord, 
; and they arc not alwayes complaining 
that they do thoſe things they ought not 
ro do, but know his Will and do it, and 
are bleſſed in their deed, And again, 
in that which they c:ll the Lords Prayer, 
they generally ſay, Our Father : Now 
the Children of God are not miſerab'e 
finners, nor do not thoſe things they 
ought nottodo; for , whoſoever 1s born 
of Ged, doth not commit fin : And, W ho- 
foever fyuneth, hath not ſeen him, neither 
known him: And thece are not any that 
bc- 


| 


(105) 
believe in God, or can call God Father 
in truth, but thoſe that arc born of him; 
for thoſe that are born of ficſh and of 
blooJ, and of the will of man. ticy do 
not believe in God, neither can truly call 
CGz0J Farther , for that is the nature in 
Waich ſin is committed, which makes 
people mi'erab'e, and that is the nature 
in whic1 they do thotk things they ought 
not to do, and thatis the nature in which 
there is no ſaving health, and there 1s 
not any prayer accepieJot God, whict 
in thatnature is per{ormcd - for none in 
the fleſh c1n pleaſe God, and watioe- 
ver is offered unto him in thit nature, he 
doth not regard it, for it is the nature 
from which all wickedacfs prozcedeth, 
and tbe prayers of the ichta are 4n abo - 
mination unto God, And though there 
may be many which may deny tbe com- 
mon way of Prayer, as it is uſed in 
the common Worſhip, and ſet up ſome 
other way of Prayer, as more excellent, 
yet whilſt the Fleſh, and Blood , and 
Will of man conceives it, ang performs 
it, 


DV 
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it, there is no difference in the ground, 
between that which they deny , and 
that which they ſet upand practiſe, nci- 
ther doth God regard it any more than 
that waich they deny. And though ſuch 
Praycrs may, not appcar fo formal, as 
thole that are commonly uſcd in the 
common Worſhip, yet they are concci- 
ved in the very ſame womb, anddonot 
at all differ in the ground : for as the 
Wiſdom of the ficſh hath compoſed fo 
many fer. prayers in words, and hath 
pre{cribed a way to obſerve and praciſe 


the larye, andthat none is Cither to add | 


or diminiſh as to what is ſo compoſed; 


even ſothe ſame Wiſdom may deny that | 
preſcribed way , as being formal, and | 


may invent ſomething inſtead of it, in a 


higher miſtery of iniquity; and though | 


they may not ſpcak in ſuch formal com- 
poſed words, yet inthe ſame Wisdome 
their words are forma), not at all differing 
in the ground ot conception, but only 
in the expreſſion and obſervation, and 
in their praQiile it is as formal as that 

which 
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which they deny , for they have 2 con- 


| ſtant obieryation by way of Praycr, in 


what thcy practiſe, which in it (elf is as 
formal as the ſet prayers commonly uſed 
inthe common Worſhip, for they can 
ſet their Own time both to begin aad to 
make an end, and when they will they 
can utrer words, and waen they will 
they can be ſilent, and they have rheir 
OWn conceptions at command, and can 
cither perform or not perform in their 
own time, and this is the unclean part 
w.1ich offcrs unto God, which he doth 
not accept, neither is any Prayer re- 
garded or accepted of \zo4, but the 
Prayer whichis offered to him by his own 
birth, 

So that theſe few things being {eri- 
ouſly conſidered, it is manifeſt, tha: the 
way of Prayer , as is now commoniy 
nſed , ob:erved, and praQtiſed in the 
common worſhip ,is nottrue prayer, but a 
bare formality, and not oneiy ſo,but alla 
contradifory,& fois not pertormed with 
a right underſtanding; and it is as ma- 

ni/e(t 
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nifeſt that all other wayes of praying, 
which are © conceived and performed 
in the wisdom of the fleſh, is not true © \ 


= I 


Prayer, geithcr doth God regard it more © ( 
then the other , becaule it is performed 6 F 
inthe ſame nature, and dilters in nothing © q 
but in the manner, and however they | t 
may differ in the practice, yet they meet * a 
in-the ground, and are offered up inthe | { 
unclean part, and io arc not performed | 
with an underitanding, as Praycr in the Sd, 
opitir of (0d 3s, '3 


apts; 0 Hl Z Oo 

Now the Spirit 0! Lite, waich js ma- & jy, 
nife't from God in every mans conlci. | ac 
ence,doth ſo cnlighten him, as to make : Sr 


him ſenſible thar 1c is a finner, and in b w; 
himſelf is miſerable, andeternally liable ? ;, 
tothe Wrath of ©514, withouttheLord © 5 

appear for him, ard work his delive-? 1 
rance ; and as man takes heed to that 7 ba, 
Spirir which doth to calghen him, andy 1 


% 
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makes manifeſt his condition ro him,” thi 
then the Spirit begins to quicken and ſtir | anc 
up ſomething in 11m char, deſires after} jeg. 
God, and breaths atrer God, and chef Me 
"5 lighs?? 


—— 
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ſighs and groans begin to ariſe ina true 
{ence of miſery, and the breathings go 


forti1 in the earneſt ot the Spirit unco_ 


God, and the cry ariles for help and de- 
liverance : and though that which is 


* quickned by the Spirit , to breach in 


the Spirit, be but as a babein youngaels, 
and that it doth not know what tv pray 
for as it ought , but ſtands fighting, and 
groaning, and mourning, in the {ence of 
burdcns, weigits and loads that lyc up- 
on it, yet the dpirit in that ſtate helpeth 
its infirmities , and makes requelt for it 
according to the will-of God , tor the 
Spirit knows what theBabe wants, and 


with what it is burdened, and (0 makes 


* interceſſion unto God for it; 2nd in the 
2 Spirit the Babe hath accels to God , and 


though it be but young, yet it cryes Ab. 


| ba, Father, and (o it breathes in the Spt- 
= rit, and cryes in the Spirit, and prayCcs to 


the Father in the Spirit, and the ſighs 
and groans, do ritc from a true ferce of 
its own weaknels, and the want of Gods 


Mercies for it underſtands in the Spirit 
what 


WI: © BCry07) | 

what ir wants;and is ſenſible what bur- 
- dens lyes upon it, and in the Spirit it 
draws nigh to God, and ſubmits its ſelfe 
to the Ilhrone of his Grace, and there 
finds Grace to help it in its yced, for rhe 
Spirit buings relicfe from the boſsme of 
the Father, and ſupplics the Babe in all 
its wants, and cvery dreathing is mini- 
ſtred unto by the Spirit; and here the 
Babe praycs aright, and a:kcth according 
to the will of God, and hchears its com. 


plainings, and in his compgſlion he an- ! 


(wereth its petitions, and (oO ir comes to 
receive from his own hand, and he gives 
unto it daily bread, and nouriſhes it with 
his own virtue, after which it breatketh, 
and ſtands by it to help irin the hour of 
temptation, and ſo the Babe begotten by 
the Spirit, prays in the Spirit, and re- 
ceives from the Spirit, andis ſtrengthen. 
ed with the virtue of the Spirit; and this 
is truc prayer though never a- word be 
ſpoken through utterance: for the Babe 
brearhs in the Spirit and cryes inthe Spi- 
rit, and prayes in the Spitit, and as it ſo 

| breathes 
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breaths, and cries, and prayes in ſecre o 

ven ſo the Father which ſfeeth in ſecret, 
doth reward it openly, and by his power 
removes the burdens from it, and with 
his own hand liſteth up its head, & in his 
own time he delivereth it out of all trou- 
bles; and from its quickning and firſt 
breathing i: goes on from {trength ro 
ſtrength, and from virtue to virtue, even 
as by the Spirit of the Lord, and having 
reccived ſtrength inthe Spirit,then by rhe 
Spit it hath utterance given, and can ut 
ter words by the help of the 5pirit,and to 
prayes in the Spirit, and praycs With an 
underſtanding, andthat which it exprett. 
eth in words by the help of tie Spirit, 
and by the ſtrength of the Spirit, that is a 
comfort to every babe thar is breathirg 
in the ſame Spirit, and lo the babes be. 
gotten by the Spirit, pray in the unity of 
the Spirit, and their prayers return into 
their boſome, and are aniwered wi:h 
a ſeal of the ſame Spirit, for they ask in the 
Name of Chriſt, and in his Name they re- 
ccive their fatisfation; and lo here is a 
time 


T1243 

of ſighing,& groaning, & mourning 
& complaining, & a time ot breathing, & 
crying, & praying, & a time ol recerving, 
& rezoycing, wherein the bibcs of life do 
come to inherit chat w® they hive brea- 


thed after, & tocnmeto rhe I1VIng, praiſes 


nnto God, wito 114 antwered their pray 
ers in theriches of his Grate and Mere Y 

So all muſt com to thefpint of God, by 
the (ſpirit tobe ordercd, and ceaſe from 
their own words & from thor own tun, 
and learn tobe (ilcur unnl the ſpirit give 
them uttcrancc, for the Lord is weary of 
all formality & liwpocrific, & he hah 06 
' plceature in any (ich performances, for ns 
Controverlic js ag,un(t the Sor of Perauir 
en, but he will cxale the Sor of 14 Low, & 
blefled arc they that arc born of his lite, 
tor whatſocver they ask in his Namc,tiicor 
Petitions are an(wored, & their Requelts 
granted, & the Praycis ot (uch arc only ac- 
cepred, and not the praycrs of thole that 
think to be heard jor their mach babling, 
who have_many words, but not in the 


l.te. W.5S. 


THE END. 


